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Introduction
While many people have certainly never heard of the Alurhsa language, or the Alurhsa people, those
who have will probably agree it is high time a workable grammar of this complex and expressive
language was made available to English speakers. Hopefully the present work will meet this need.

I have attempted to give the fullest possible explanation of how the language works, but it must be stated
that as with any living language, there will always be exceptions, linguistic shifts of vocabulary, and
turns of phrase that will make any work such as this imperfect. But I believe if the student will diligently
learn what is covered in this text, he or she will be well equipped to read and understand any written or
spoken Alurhsa encountered.

The question of alphabet is a significant one in this hope. The Alurhsa script is phonetic, and its runic
style mean there are no modifications or multiple forms for letters. However, the sheer number of letters
makes it counter-productive to expect students to learn the script, the grammar, and the vocabulary
simultaneously. For this reason I have chosen to use the romanized form in this text, giving the Alurhsa
runes in the pronunciation section for completeness. The romanized form has been used among
missionaries and other Terrans working with the Alurhsa community.

The following conventions are used in the text:
e Alurhsa words are in bold type.
e English translations of Alurhsa words are in ifalic type and often enclosed in parentheses ().

One final note. This work is still incomplete, but I feel it is sufficiently important to at least provide
some information on this beautiful tongue that I have allowed the work to proceed into publication in
spite of this. In a future edition I hope to add many useful features, including a full listing of
fundamental and standard roots, examples for the correct use each locational and syntactic, and more
cultural information.
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The Alurhsa Language
What we know today as Alurhsa is really a constructed language developed around the time of the
Enesnerrévensés, or Unification, by a team of linguists whose task was to create a language that
represented the soul of the Alurhsa people, which could be used to unite them in speech as they were
uniting in government. The new language was to base its root words, concepts, and pronunciation on
what could be ascertained about the most ancient language of the Alurhsa people, blended with the most
popular and developed existing languages. The alphabet used was based on the one in most common
usage for several of the languages at the time. Although it was to be easy to learn and use, there was no
intention to create rigidly logical rules or completely regular inflections.

The result was a language containing 70 sounds, 7 noun/adjective cases, a complex but logical tense

system, and a vocabulary drawn from roots whose descendents were still present in many languages and
expandable by means of numerous affixes. Two additional sounds, another case and a dual number, and
a habitual tense, were hotly debated but never fully implemented, although occasional fragments remain.

The apparent complexities that remained, at least as seen today by offworlders, would seem to indicate
that the language had no hope of being popularly accepted and had to be forced in by official decree.
But quite the opposite is true. Alurhsa languages have always been complex and often irregular. In
addition, the new language provided to the Alurhsa people another indication of unity and the end of
eons of striving and internal strife, and a return to the initial state of being one people.

The Alurhsa language went through several phases after being accepted as the single language of the
Alurhsa people. In its first form, it retained much of the complexity and irregularity of its ancestors, the
natural languages of the planet. Over the course of several generations, as the people moved away from
speaking the original languages at all and began speaking exclusively Alurhsa, these complexities
became more and more regular. In some areas the additional cases, sounds, etc. mentioned above
appeared and disappeared, leaving only dialectal traces.

Today Alurhsa remains the only language spoken by the planet's 750 million inhabitants, as well as those
in colonies or settlements on other worlds within the Alurhsa system, and the few settlements in other
star systems. Over the years it has standardized to the form in use today, though the variations have
never been extreme enough to prevent original texts from being understood.
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Dialects
The Alurhsa language, being spoken across the Alurhsa homeworld, the and the assorted colonies and
settlements on planets both within the Alurhsa system and externally in the greater Alurhsa diaspora, has
developed regional variations. These variations are greater on the homeworld than in the colonies and
settlements since the language has obviously been spoken on Alurhna far longer than anywhere else, and
since there are still influences from the pre-Unification languages in any given area.

The dialects may be broadly broken into a few groups. The variation from the standard is greater in
more isolated or rural areas, while speakers in major cities tend to speak more or less Standard Alurhsa
according to the region.

The dialect groups are:
Eastern Coastal —
South Eastern -
Lake Region -

Plains -

Lezantha —

Western —

Galar -

Vayna —

Offworld — Because of the mixture of origins for the inhabitants of the offworld colonies and
settlements, and the free flow of people back and forth for those colonies within the Alurhsa system, the
Offworld dialects parallel Standard Alurhsa more closely than many others. Colonies within the Alurhsa
system adhere most closely to Standard, while those groups living on worlds outside the system where
another race, with its own language, is present, may vary widely. Interestingly in all cases there is a
strong resistance to direct borrowing of words. Instead, wherever possible, new terms will be coined by
the standard construction methods (see Word Formation). The main distinguishing feature of the
Offworld dialects is that the syntax and grammar are often more relaxed, the accusative case is
occasionally dropped, accent stress can be tonal as well as emphatic, and intonation can be quite tonal,
similar to Celtic or Scandinavian on Earth.
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Phonology and Orthography
Natively, the Alurhsa language is written with a set of runic characters that have a one to one
correspondence with the collection of phonemes in the language. Other writing systems, used in pre-
unification languages, are occasionally used for decorative purposes, and are beyond the scope of this
grammar.

Note: The Alurhsa alphabet itself is shown in the following table, but in the text of the grammar
itself the Romanized version will be employed. The 70-letter Alurhsa alphabet is complex to learn,
and it is generally felt that such complexity will only hinder the progress of the student or linguist.
However, if the desire is ultimately to be able to read native works, then the alphabet should be
studied once reasonable proficiency in the language is achieved.

The Alurhsa Alphabet and Sound System

The following is a table showing the Alurhsa Alphabet, the commonly used Latin equivalents, and the
sound of that character. The sequence is that used by most natives in their linguistic works.

Vowels:
Printed | Written | Roman X- Pronunciation
Sampa

A A4 /A/ long A like A in Father.

Aa /a/ shorter A, like 4 only clipped. Reminiscent of short A in languages
like Hindi, almost like English U in But.

N A /a_x/ ultrashort or whispered A, like first and last A in America.

+ Aa Ja~/ nasal A, as AN in french Sans.

K Aa /{/ modified A, as A in Cat.

m E,é /e/ long E as E in They but without y-glide at end. As long E in French.

o E.e /E/ short E as E in Bed.

R E,é @/ ultrashort or whispered E, like E in Passeth or O in Conclusions. Very
short, clipped vowel. Often dropped in noun declensions if found at
end of word.

E.é /E~/ nasal E, as EN in french Combien.
H E.& /@’/ or | modified E, similar to ER in Her. In some dialects, like Hindi R-
/1\=/ or | vowel, or like 1 below.
12/

H Li /i/ long I as I in Machine.

T Li 1/ short I as I in Hit.

T i /1 x/ ultrashort or whispered I as I in Insurance, said quickly, clipped.

o 1 1~/ nasal I. Same process as nasals 4 and &, but using short I sound.

R Li /Aj/ or | modified I. In Kritsen, Geneshlikha, Asketana, and Plains regions,

1/ like I in Like. In other regions, varying, ranging from I in Like with
Irish pronunciation to Russian hard I, made with back of tongue
raised.
0,0 /o/ like O on Boat

X 0,0 /Q/ | like AW in Lawn

Y 0,6 /7 %/ ultrashort or whispered O as first O in Orangutan said quickly and
clipped.

" 0,6 /o~/ nasal O. Like French on in Voyons.

& 0,0 /7] modified O. Say a long O sound but with the lips relaxed, not rounded
at all. Sounds similar to english O in Hot, but distinct from A in
Father.

N Ui v/ like OO in Moon

3 Uu /U/ | like OO in Look
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v U,ii /V/or | ultrashort or whispered U. Standard dialect, like U in But.

/U_x/ Collogially often pronounced like an extremely shortened oo in look,
almost obscured.

? U,a /U~/ | Nasal U, like U in French Brun.

B U,u /2/ or /y/ | Standard dialect, like EU in French Jeu. Put the lips as for OO but say
the A in Hay instead. In Eskal, Galar, and Vayna, like U in French Tu.

Put the lips as for OO but say EE in Seen instead.
Consonants:
Printed | Written | Roman X- Pronunciation
Sampa

A B,b /b/ like B in Book

El Bh,bh /B/ like Spanish V in Avila, made with the lips loosely joined, allowing air to pass.

R Vv v/ like V in Victory

v Pp /p/ like P in Peter

5 Ff /] like F in Find

g W.w /w/___| like W in William

D M,m /m/ like M in Mouse

N Dd,dd /d/ like Spanish or Italian D in "del", with tip of tongue pressed against upper teeth

W D,d /d’/ like D in English "Day", with tip of tongue touching palate

) Dh,dh /D/ like TH in Though

] Tttt 1t/ like Spanish or Italian T in "tu", with tip of tongue pressed against upper teeth

T Tt It/ like T in English "Tom", with tip of tongue touching palate

1 Th,th /T/ like TH in Thin

b Ts,ts It's/ Like TS in cats, even at the beginning of words

n N,n /n/ like N in Nice

Hi 7,7 /z/ like Z in Zebra

5 Zh,zh /7] like S in Pleasure, French "j"

H S,s /s/ like S in Sam

¥ Sh,sh /S/ like SH in Shoe

H Shh,shh /S*/ like "sh" but tip of tongue is curled back, causing a deeper sound

# Shth, /ST) sV | like a combination of "sh" and "th" together, formed by starting the tongue at the

or /S: j/ | "sh" position and beginning the sound, then sliding it quickly forward towards the
or /St/ "th" position as the sound progresses. In certain rural dialects, like shch from
Russian, or more rarely like German Scht combination.

m Sz,5z /h_tV a whistling "s" formed by gritting the front teeth, placing the tongue just behind them,
and hissing.

¥ L, N/ like L in like

£ LrIr /1 - m/ | An L made by touching the tip of the tongue to the bottom teeth and curving the
middle of the tongue upwards to touch the edge of the palate.

v LLII /5/ A deeper L made by pushing the tongue back towards the throat and touching the tip
to the palate. Similar to Russian "back" L

h Lh,lh /K/ Similar to Welsh LL. Put the tongue in the position for L, but hiss instead.

R DLdl /dKV Similar to Klingon "tlh" but voiced. Press the entire tongue flat against the roof of
the mouth, then release the presure at the back teeth while making an L sound.
Sounds similar to a flat D and an L pronounced consecutively.

R R, It/ A trilled R like Spanish or Italian.

P Rh,rh /1\'/ or | In eastern and standard pronunciation, similar to English "r" in "run" but slightly

v throatier In northern and western speech, more like French "r" in "rue".

)\ Rrr /r:/ A heavily trilled R like Spanish RR. Like "r" above with more breath and trills.

2 Rz;rz /r t 0/ | Rather like a trilled S. Let the tongue hang loosely, while the teeth are in position for
SH. Now curl the tip of the tongue upwards and hiss while trilling. Note: This is the
most difficult sound in the language, even for native speakers. Fortunately it occurs
in relatively few words.

X C.c /tS/ like CH in Church

7/30/2006 Page 5 of 62 (c)1977-2006 Tony Harris




? Jj /dZ/ like J in Judge

K G,g /g/ like G in Go, never soft as in "general”

Y Gh,gh /G/ like a voiced version of the CH in German Buch

t K.k /k/ like K in King

P X,x /x/ the rasping sound of CH in Scottish Loch or German Buch
N N,i /N/ like NG in Sing, even at the beginning of words

R

Q,q /kw/ or | Standard dialect, like KW (English QU in Quiet). In some regions, including
/q/ Jaskarna, western Lyivna, and Vayna, a deep "k", made by putting the back of the
tongue further into the throat.

h Cc /C/ A smooth fricative, roughly halfway between x and hh

x H,h /h/ like H in How

b Hh,hh XV A rasping H formed with the back of the tongue slightly raised, closing the throat

X Y.y /i like Y in Yes

3 N !/ j/ a y-like glide, used mainly after n and 1, but also found after other consonants.
Called "soft Y" or "soft letter" in Alurhsa writings.

r A 12/ a glottal stop, similar to the London way of saying bottle (bo’’el). A catch in the
throat.

The Romanized Form (ROmansa Vilar)

The Romanized form of the Alurhsa Language, as documented in the “Romanized” column of the above
table, was invented by missionaries who wished to translate into the language before the ability to print
in the native script became readily available to them. Because this form was used for several years, and
because there was a cultural separation enforced on converts during this time, the Romanized form,
known in Alurhsa as Romansa Vilar, became the standard form known to most terrans.

Although some non-Alurhsa feel that the heavy use of diacritics makes the script difficult to learn and
use, it does have the benefit of accurately representing the Alurhsa language. Thus, all words are
pronounced as written, and there is no need to simply remember the quality given to each vowel. Other
systems have been proposed, but as the current system has, for good or bad, been used for many years
now, there is considerable resistance to converting. In addition, since all native works employ the native
script, the issue only arises for works produced by outside organizations, who have standardized on the
Romansa Vilar.

One difficulty with this, and all other romanization schemes, is that there are not enough distinct
characters in the Latin alphabet to represent the language. While there is no chance of ambiguity in the
native script, where each sound is represented by a single character, in the romanized equivalent used
here certain combinations may occur which can cause confusion, such as R followed by Z or ZH, which
can easily be misinterpreted as RZ. To avoid this, a back-quote (*) is often used between such letters
when they indicate two different sounds, such as in FURHIA¥TH nir'zalits (prison).

Punctuation
Punctuation is limited compared to English, having only the following:

| . Full Stop

, Pause

Question Marker

n| o) — —
X}

! Intensity Marker
: List or Suspension indicator

Parentheses/Braces/Brackets

—| M
e |
L~
"

Open/Close quotation. Note that the Alurhsa script has two characters, one open, one close

- Hyphen, Connector
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' | ' | Apostrophe

Notes:

Full stop is equivalent to English Period. Note that in Alurhsa script this is a vertical bar.

Pause is similar to Comma in English, but is truly used to indicate a pause either for effect or breath,
rather than syntactic or orthographic reasons.

Question Marker comes at the end of questions, as in English.

Intensity Marker is roughly equivalent to Exclamation point but more frequently used since it marks
anything said intensely, whether shouted or not.

List or Suspension indicator is used to show the beginning of a list, similar to English colon, but also
used where English would use a hyphen or suspension points to indicate a longer pause in
anticipation of one or more items.

The remaining symbols are used to set off words within sentences:

Parenthesis is used similar to English, but not to set off unrelated clauses within a sentence, only to
set off words or groups of words, and to indicate sets.

Open/Close quotation marks are used around spoken words.

Hyphen is used to connect words together grammatically, such as possessive pronouns to their
object. See the pronoun section for more details on this usage. Hyphen may also be used to separate
thoughts in a sentence.

The Apostrophe is used to indicate the dropping of the vowel in zhé (the), or poetically other
pronouns ending in & when added to a word beginning with a vowel. It also marks abbreviations,
usually being placed after the first letter. Thus, A'AH (Atsaren zh'Alurhsaya Halyeya, The Alurhsa
Language Board).
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Numeric Symbols

Alurhsa uses a decimal configuration similar to that of Engish, although commas are not used to mark
division between thousands. The actual Alurhsa symbols themselves are in some way designed to
represent the first letter of the number-word itself, hence 1 is the initial downstroke of d in dwi (one).
The Alurhsa number symbols are:

S) \ A \ t H " 4 \p R
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Alurhsa does not use commas for larger numbers. Numbers after the "decimal point" are underlined and
written smaller than the rest. Examples are:

\o1E \o N \U Pven \oRUie
1,024 10,234 1.23 7.86 10,967.34

When used in Romanized form, Arabic numerals are used, and commas and decimal points employed as
in English usage.
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Accent
Stress in Alurhsa is marked by stronger pronunciation of one syllable, as in English. However, unlike
English, the stress is quite predictable based on certain rules. The stress of most words is on the
penultimate, unless:

e The word ends in a nasal vowel or has a nasal vowel in the final syllable. In this case the stress is
on the syllable containing nasal vowel. e.g. Iriiqi (hair), sigva (house), sikan (bastard).

e The word has an ultra-short vowel in the penultimate. In most dialects an ultrashort vowel can
never bear the primary stress, so the stress must move to the ante-penultimate if available, or the
final syllable if not. Note, however, that in rural dialects in Kritsen, including those near the
capital, ii can bare stress. e.g. iisqel (outside. This is accented on the ultima, but on the
penultimate in rural Kritsen), bhiksen (village), simlesiga (synonomous).

e The word is a verb. Verbs are always accented on the personal ending. Within the personal
ending, if the ending itself has more than one syllable, the stress is on the penultimate unless the
penultimate syllable contains an ultra-short vowel, in which case the accent lies on the ante-
penultimate. Note that the nasal @1, when it signifies the perfective aspect, does not draw the
stress within a verbal ending. Likewise, the plural sign of the imperfect conditional, a4, does not
draw stress. So, alznalna (they would/might go) is accented on the penultimate.

e The word is a noun, pronoun, or descriptive in an oblique case. Case endings in Alurhsa never
change the stress of the base word.

e The word is a noun, pronoun, or descriptive having one of a few suffixes which do not change
the stress such as -ar or -me. In this case the stress can be determined from the Nominative or
base form of the word. Suffixes which do not cause stress change are discussed with their usage
in the appropriate sections of the grammar.

e The word is a reflexive pronoun, which all end in i. The i always bears the accent. eg. élyari
(yourselves, familiar plural) is accented on the ultima.

e The word is a locational ending in i. The i always bears the accent. eg. yashevi (in public) is
accented on the ultima.

e The word ends in —d, -gh, -;. In such words the stress is always on the ultima.
Stress will vary on some words from region to region. Thus, although the standard states that hilnavarh
(window) 1s accented on the second syllable, in Kritsen and much of the east, the accent is on the first.
The student may always follow the above rules however, as they will be considered the standard.
In certain teaching texts such as children’s readers, the stress of non-standard words may be marked by

placing a dot inside the rune of the vowel in the stressed syllable. This technique is also used when
documenting alien names, or historical names which have not been converted to Alurhsa variants.
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Nouns

Nouns fill the same role as in English, they are words that represent a person, place, or thing. Nouns
may be common or proper, with proper nouns being names of persons or places, or things such as
organizations.

Alurhsa is an inflected language, and thus nouns take on an ending that reflects their use in a phrase or
sentence. This is particular important in Alurhsa where word order is very flexible, and sometimes the
only way to determine which is the subject and which the direct object is by the case ending. Alurhsa
cases are formed quite regularly, although euphonics rules cause the appearance of multiple application
of the case endings.

Nominative - used as the subject of sentences, and as the predicate in sentences with forms of delzyi (zo
be), even when this is implied. Also used when nouns are in apposition, i.e. one follows another but the
two are together in the sentence. The appositive noun is in the nominative no matter what case its
antecedent takes, as in ghely jevnan Alana (I see ms/citizeness Aldnd) where jevna (ms., citizenness)
takes the accusative, but the name Alana, which is in apposition, is left in the nominative. The
nominative is the base form of the noun and has no special ending for the singular. The plural is
normally formed with -6, although forms using the collective suffix -ar (which are often singular in
usage) are common.

Genitive/Locative - used as a possessive (genitive), such as hiyan zhé bdvelseya (the boy's ball,
literally ball of the boy). Also used as a locative showing stationary position when used with
prepositions, as in be zhé kamena (on the ground). Also used as a partative for substances, as in imaz
alskena (a glass of water) or dheskam sikata (a handful of sand). The singular form ends in -4, and the
plural in -aéna which is often shortened to -6na in colloquial speech, although rarely in writing.

Dative - used as the indirect object with verbs requiring one, for example célaly zhé salekan lhals-
kolmany (/I give the book to my friend), where kélm (friend) is in the dative. It is also is also to indicate
motion towards, or benefit, when used with prepositions, for example pondraly zhé salekan be zhé
sivnany (I put the book on the table) where sivna (table) is in the dative to show the book is moving
towards it. Finally, the dative is used as a secondary direct object with verbs having the causative suffix
-0n- and having the recipient of the causation in the accusative, thus Zhé nar rr6lono zhé dheven
dhyans-kayany (The king causes the man to marry his daughter) where rrolona is fo cause to marry
and takes the direct object dheve (man) as the one being cause to do the action. The object of the
original proposition, kaya (daughter) is forced into the dative because of the case shift required by the
causative verb. The dative singular ends in -ny, and the plural in either -6ny or more rarely -ny6.

Accusative - used as the direct object with transitive verbs. Note that dzelya (o become) is considered
transitive as well as many verbs not so considered in English, thus I will become village elder is
dzelyanaly palaiian, with palai (e/der) in the accusative. The other, extremely common use of this
case is as the subject of an infinitive verb in a subordinate clause, for example: dezhyaly zhé dheven
qiéda (/ know the man is coming), where qiéda (fo come) is the verb of the subordinate clause and is in
the infinitive, thus forcing its subject, dheve (man) into the accusative. The singular form of this case
ends in -n, and the plural in -6n or the archaic form -né.
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Instrumental - used with transitive verbs to indicate the means by which something is done
(instrumental), and with prepositions to indicate motion through, i.e. from one side through to another,
or throughout. Singular ends in -xn4, plural in -6xn4é or rarely -xné. This case is also used as an
adverbial with the ending -xne replacing -xna.

Ablative - used with or without a preposition to indicate motion from, such as Dhe qiédé Eskalac¢ (He
is coming from Eskal). Also used in certain expressions of a partative nature when the item(s) is/are
selected out of a group, such as dwi zhé vuzhac (one of the group), or 6rhal lhals-saleké¢ (several of
my books). Note that partatives where the substance cannot accurately be pluralized, such as water,
sand, etc., use the genitive/locative in this situation. Singular ends in -¢, plural in -6¢. An alternate
plural in -¢6 is sometimes met in ancient texts but is practically obsolete.

Historically there was a point where the genitive/locative case had begun to split into a genitive, and a
locative, with the genitive being reserved for pure possessive and partative forms, and the locative being
used to indicate stationary position. The locative ending -i, plural -6ni may sometimes be found in
ancient literature, for example be zhé kameni (on the ground) instead of the modern be zhé kamena.
An alternative, dialectal form of this ending, -1, has been retained as a suffix for forming positionals, for
example ansigvi (at home) from ansigva (home). Another dialectal form, -i, is also used in some
positionals such as kévi (in memory of) from the root *kév (remember).

Nouns change to show number, singular or plural. The plural is only used when no other indication is
given of the nouns plurality, or when emphasis is put on that plurality. The singular is used after
numbers, and often when the verb form, pronoun, or general context shows the subject is plural.

Another common way to show plurality as mentioned above is to add the suffix -ar (indicating a
collective) and keep the resulting collective noun in the singular, although in colloquial usage such
collective plurals are often used with plural verbs. Such nouns are declined as with any noun ending in a
consonant. Generally the -ar suffix is only used when the noun is indicating a group of objects that form
a cohesive collection, where using the normal plural in -6 would indicate a less cohesive, more random
grouping. Thus, boyenar, a collective form of béyen (person), indicates a cohesive group of people,
while boyené indicates simply more than one person.

Finally, a set of dual endings once had some usage, with the characteristic vowel being u in place of the
6 of the standard plural. Only the -u ending itself survives as a suffix used to create nouns indicating a
pair of objects. This form is sometimes used as sort of plural for certain terms that normally come in
pairs, such as dar'zhu (a pair of shoes) from dar zhen (shoe), or vishtu (breasts) from the singular
vishten. Note, however, that some noun-forming endings, especially -en, tend to drop, making these
formations irregular. In addition, like collectives formed with -ar, these "pair" words are declined using
singular endings.

Formation of the cases:

There are four “declensions”, if they may be so called. In fact, there is only one declension with the
endings applied in different ways depending on the final letter of the base (Nominative) form of the
noun.

Nouns ending in consonants:
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Case Singular Plural

Nominative -- -0

Genitive/Locative -a -a6na (colloquially -6n4)
Dative -any -0ny (or -anyo)
Accusative -an -6n

Instrumental -axna -6xna (or -axno)
Ablative -ac -0¢

The above endings are added directly to the base or nominatve form of the noun. The addition of these
endings does not change the noun stress in any way, which in general resides on the penultimate syllable
of the nominative singular (base) form.

The alternate endings are rare, mostly found in older literature. They are sometimes used in certain
remote areas, especially in Inishar.

Example:

nar (king)

Singular: nar, nara, narany, naran, naraxna, narac
Plural: naré, naraéna, narony, narén, naréxna, narég

Words ending in -fien, such as éfien (worl/d) and ufien (pain), are irregular and add a -y- before the
endings, thus 6fien, 6fieny4, éfiyenyany, etc.

Nouns ending in vowels other than -é

Case Singular Plural
Nominative -- -yo
Genitive/Locative -ya -yaéna

Dative -ny -yony (or -nyo)
Accusative -n -yon
Instrumental -xna -y0xna (or -xno)
Ablative -¢ -yo¢

The above endings are added directly to the base or nominative form of the noun, and as above do not
change the stress. These endings are the same as the consonant forms except for the addition of a y for
euphony and the dropping of the & before consonant endings. The y is sometimes changed to other
consonants, including y, ¢, w, s, or n, depending on the dialect. This is considered quaint or uneducated
and normally is only found in rural areas, although it may be met in literature where the dialectal form is
used for effect.

Example:

thava (woman)

Singular: thava, thavaya, thavany, thavan, thavaxna, thavac

Plural: thavayd, thavayaona, thavayony, thavayon, thavayoxna, thavayoc
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Nouns ending in -¢

These nouns drop the -€ in all cases but the nominative singular and add either the consonant or vowel
endings depending on the previous letter. Note that & is the only ultra-short vowel to be dropped, with
the others (4, 1, 8, ii) being retained in declension and using the vowel endings.

Examples:

vitsé (heart)

Singular: vitsé, vitsa, vitsany, vitsan, vitsaxna, vitsac

Plural: vitso, vitsadna, vitsony, vitson, vitséxna, vitsé¢

estrué (statue)
Singular: estrué, estriya, estriny, estrin, estrixna, estrig
Plural: estriyé, estriiyaona, estriyony, estriyon, estriayoxna, estriyoc

Nouns ending in -y

Nouns ending in -§ convert the -§ to a straight -y and add regular consonant endings.
Example:

tsnoly (school)

Singular: tsnoly, tsnélya, tsnélyany, tsnélyan, tsnélyaxna, tsnélyac

Plural: tsnélyé, tsnélyaona, tsnélyony, tsnolyon, tsnolyéxna, tsnélyée

Stress

It is important to remember that the stress does not change with the addition of case endings. Thus,
dlove (soul, mind) is accented on the penultimate (in this case the first) syllable, dl6-. In the
genitive/locative, this becomes dloveya, and the accent is still on the dld, even though this is no longer
the penultimate. Even a word such as berishan (the tenth planet of the Alurhsa system), which is
accented on the first syllable (be-) due to the ultra-short i in the penultimate, retains its accent as case
endings are applied. Thus, in the instrumental, this becomes berishandaxna and the accent remains on
the be-. In the case of estrué (szatue), the accents is on the u in the penultimate, and as endings such as
the accusative are added, producing estrin, the accent remains on the @ even though that is now in the
ultima.

Gender

In a technical sense, Alurhsa nouns do not have grammatical gender, as neither associated descriptives
and verbs, nor noun case endings show any change of form or application based on it. However, nouns
do have a gender based on significance, and this becomes important when replacing the noun with a
pronoun. In very formal, mostly written, speech, the gender of a noun also may have bearing on which
form of the definite or indefinite article is used as well.

Unlike most Indo-European languages with gender, Alurhsa has not three but five, as follows:

Masculine - Any nouns denoting male life forms fall into this category.

Feminine - Any nouns denoting female life forms fall into this category.

Neuter - Any nouns denoting physical objects or creatures without gender, or combinations of male and
female objects, or life forms where the gender either is not known or may be either male or female.
Conceptual - Any nouns denoting non-physical meanings, including both concepts and intangibles, and
non-matter items such as energy, wind, light, and so on.
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Spiritual - Nouns relating to purely spiritual concepts are in this class. This includes tashne (spirit),
dléve (soul/mind), jine (God), Axvan (a name of God), etc. There is a good deal of debate as to where
concepts such as emotion (ilen), heaven (kalryisz), and so on belong. In standard usage there is good
deal of ambiguity about what falls into the Neuter, Conceptual, and Spiritual classes. In modern
standard Alurhsa, especially in daily speech, it is very common to find this gender reserved for God,
who, according to Alurhsa belief, is both genderless and all genders at the same time.
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Pronouns
Pronouns are those words which stand in the place of nouns in a sentence. Alurhsa pronouns fall into
roughly the same categories as those of Indo-European languages: personal, indefinite, relative,
possessive, interrogative, and demonstrative. Like nouns, pronouns are declined to show case. The use
of the cases is the same, so for a description of them please see the section on nouns.

Personal Pronouns

Personal pronouns in Alurhsa follow roughly the same pattern as many languages, they show person
(first, second, third), and number (singular or plural). Alurhsa personal pronouns also show gender
throughout the singular, and in some cases in plural forms as well. Personal pronouns are declined using
the same cases and endings as singular nouns. Note that plural personal pronouns do not take plural case
endings.

One oddity with declension of pronouns is that the neuter forms, which end in -€, do not follow the noun
declension on this. The -€ is retained and the pattern for words which end with vowels is followed. It is
also important to note that one-syllable pronouns ending in -€ are an exception to the rule that an ultra-
short vowel may never bear stress.

The first person pronouns are:
Singular: lhe, lha, 1hé, 1hé, lhane
Plural: dlve, 6lva, 0lvé, 6lvo, olvane

The five pronouns of each number listed above reflect the five genders: masculine, feminine, neuter,
conceptual, spiritual. Obviously for the singular, the masculine and feminine are the most common, with
neuter being used only in narratives, poetry, or literature where the speaker's gender is either unknown or
the "speaker" is specifically a non-living object or of a third gender. The conceptual is found only in
similar literary usage. The spiritual is used exclusively when relating the words of God.

The plural masculine and feminine are used only when the group being spoken of is composed entirely
of that gender. By far the most common form is the neuter, which represents both mixed and unknown
genders. The conceptual and spiritual are found only in literature, with the latter being used exclusively
when relating the words of God speaking only of the Divine "we".

The second person pronouns present a myriad of options. Alurhsa has three different varieties of second
person, based on the speaker's relationship with, and feelings toward, the person being referred to. The
three forms are: familiar, formal, depreciative.

The familiar second person pronouns are used when referring to friends, family, and pets or other
domestic animals. Be careful not to use these forms with someone you do not consider in one of those
categories. Although the offense does not carry the same level as it does in some Terran languages, it is
still an indication of forcing familiarity where it has not yet been achieved. The familiar second person
pronouns are:

Singular: élye, 6lya, olyé, olyd, 6lne

Plural: olyar

The singular forms reflect the gender of the person referred to, with masculine and feminine being
obviously the most common, but neuter being in frequent use when referring to an unknown such as "the
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reader". The conceptual is found only in poetic and literary usage. The spiritual is used exclusively
when referring to God.

The plural has only one form, which is used without regard to gender. However it is only used when all
of the persons referred to fall into the category of familiarity.

An older form of the plural may be encountered in ancient literature, or still in some rural dialects. This
one is gender specific, and follows the same rules as the first person plural. The forms are: dlve, alva,
alvé, alvo, alvane.

The formal second person is used in all occasions when the person referred to is not a friend, family
member, or pet. This is a wider application than many Terran languages, since non-relative children,
pets or animals of another person, and wild animals, are all referred to using the formal pronouns, not the
familiar. If in doubt, always use the formal pronouns. As with the familiar, the singular pronouns reflect
gender, however unlike the familiar, the plural also reflects gender. The rules for gender use are as for
the first person. The forms are:

Singular: élyev, olyav, 6lyév, 6lyév, 6lnev

Plural: élyevar, élyavar, 0lyévar, olyovar, 6lnevar

Note that the gender formation of these pronouns is internal, not an ending as is customary. The formal
pronouns derived from the familiar, which was the original set, by the addition of -v, which is a suffix
currently having no other usage. The plural is formed by adding the collective suffix -ar.

Note also that it is unusual to use these pronouns, even in the spiritual gender, in reference to God, The
assumption is that all people are in God's family, thus only the familiar forms are used.

The final set of second person pronouns is the depreciative. This form is unique to Alurhsa so far as has
been found, and is used to express anger, bitterness, dislike, or other negative feelings towards the
person referred to. Do not use these forms lightly. They are considered very insulting. But, they may
be found in literature, so the student should be aware of them. The forms are:

Singular: 6lyeven, dlyaven, 6lyéven, 6lyoven

Plural: élyevenar

Note that there is no spiritual form to this set, as it would be considered blasphemous beyond
imagination for an Alurhsa to refer to God in this way. The masculine, feminine, and conceptual forms
are quite rare, as it is normal to use the neuter form of the depreciative as a further insult.

An alternate, shorter, singular pronoun, yeven, exists which has no gender differentiation, and which is
harder to confuse with the familiar and formal sets. A plural form of yeven exists, which is yevenar.
An older set of plural forms may be encountered rarely in classical literature: élyeveiika, élyaveiika,
olyéveinka, olyoveiika. Gender for these works as for other gendered plural pronouns.

The third person pronouns are:

Singular: dhe, dha, dhé, dhé, dhane
Plural: dyar
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An older, gendered, set of third person plural pronouns may be found in older literature, or in some rural
dialects: dye, dya, dyé, dyd, dyane. The standard plural form, dyar, is derived from this older set by
the addition of the collective suffix -ar to the neuter, which drops the ultra-short -&é.

The gender rules for these pronouns are as for the others listed, but due to the nature of third person
pronouns the neuter and conceptual forms are far more common than their first and second person
counterparts. The neuter is used whenever the specific gender of a masculine or feminine person or
object is not known, and it should be understood that this usage is not considered insulting.

Pronouns are used syntactically in the same way as nouns, with one interesting exception. It is common,
although not universal, for the direct object, if it is a pronoun, to precede the verb, rather than follow it.
Thus, Zhé dheve gheld zhé thavan (The man sees the woman); Zhé dheve dhan ghel6 (The man sees
her). Note, however, that there is nothing wrong with zhé dheve ghelé dhan, it is simply equally
common to hear it with the pronoun before the verb.

Possessive Pronouns

Alurhsa possessive pronouns, which correspond to English my, your, his, their, and so on, come in two
forms, an independant, and a dependant. The dependant form is used most often. The dependant form
does not decline, and is connected with its noun object, or with the first adjective describing that noun if
that adjective precedes it, by a hyphen. Examples:

lhals-varhen - my car

lhals-sin varhen - my red car

The independant form is used for emphasis, or when the object is not stated. When used for emphasis,
but the noun object is present, the independant forms do not decline. However, when used alone, they
take the normal case endings. In this latter usage they are most likely to be translated by mine, yours,
ours, or theirs. Examples:

Ghelaly lhals-varhenan - [ see my car.

Ghelaly lhales varhenan - / see my car.

Ghelaly lhalesan - / see mine.

The possessive pronouns are:
lhals-, lhales - my, mine

olves - our, ours (Note: same form for both dependant and independant)

Ols-, oles - your, yours (familiar, singular)
olyars-, olyares - your, yours (familiar plural)

bhals-, bhales - your, yours (formal singular)
olyévars-, olyévares - your, yours (formal plural)

olyevens-, olyevenes - your, yours (depreciative singular)
olyevenars-, 6lyevenares - your, yours (depreciative plural)

dhyans-, dhyanes - Ais, her/hers, its
dyars-, dyares - their, theirs
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Alternate forms exist in some dialects, primarily rural ones. alves is both a dependant and independant
form of the familiar second person plural. vars- is a dependant form of the formal second person plural.
vens- is a dependant form of the depreciative second person singular, with venars- for the depreciative
second person plural. Note that no independant forms of vars-, vens-, or venars- are extant, and the full
standard form is used instead.

Note that there is no gender differentiation any of the possessive pronouns, including the third person.
Thus, his, her, and its are all translated by dhyans- or dhyanes. The only way to specifically indicate
something belonging to a person of one gender versus another person of another gender is to use the
genitive/locative forms of the personal pronouns, eg. zhé varhen dhaya (the car of her) versus zhé
varhen dheya (the car of him).

There exists also an alternate form of the third person possessive, zhals- with an independant form
zhales, which is used to refer to the most recently mentioned antecedent. This is equivalent to the
Esperanto possessive sia, meaning his/her/its own, but is far less used. It is only employed where there
could be confusion over which of two possible people is the possessor, otherwise dhyans-/dhyanes is
employed. eg. Rayane ghelelii zhé dheven zara zhals-salekian Rayane saw the man pick up his (the
man's) book. 1If the intention is to specify the possessor as being other than the nearest antecedent, either
dhyans-/dhyanes can be used, or the antecedent can be repeated in the genitive/locative. eg. Rayane
ghelelii zhé dheven zara dhyans-sialekan, Rayaneya.

It is also common to use the genitive/locative form of the reflexive pronouns for an emphatic possessive.
eg. Bihaly lhiya halyen / like my own language.

Finally, in some situations, especially with body parts and other items which are characteristic of the
possessor, the definite article zhé may be used in place of the possessive. Thus: Dha mdésu zhé Iriiqin
She combs her hair.

Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns in Alurhsa might better be called intensive pronouns, since the true reflexive
meaning is achieved with the reflexive voice of verbs. The reflexive pronouns, by comparison, function
similarly to the Anglo-Irish use of self, and the standard English use of own in possessives.

All of the reflexives end in -i, which pulls the stress in the word to itself. The pronouns themselves are
not gendered. The set of reflexive pronouns is as follows:

lhi - myself

oli - yourself (familiar singular)

olyévi - yourself (formal singular)

yeveni - yourself (depreciative singular)

dhi - himself, herself, itself

olvi - ourselves

olyari - yourselves (familiar plural)
olyévari - yourselves (formal plural)
venari - yourselves (depreciative plural)
dyari - themselves
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There are dialectal forms for two of these:
alvi - yourselves (familiar plural)
dyi - themselves

There is one more reflexive pronoun, zhi, which is often translated as onesself. zhi is used when the
subject can be of any person: first, second, or third. It is often found in proverbs and other
generalizations.

The reflexive pronouns decline in the same manner as nouns ending in vowels other than . As noted
before, the genitive/locative of the reflexive pronouns is often used as an intensive possessive pronoun.
The accusative can be used with a reflexive verb to give emphasis to the reflexive quality. In general,
the reflexive pronouns are more common in Alurhsa than in English, and often should be translated by
emphasis rather than any specific word.

Some examples of usage might be helpful at this point:

Arshanaly lhiya halyen. - [ will use my own language.

Oli méyév vanrha, he Ihi alstaly. - You may leave, but as for myself, I am staying.
Bleshvaly yaghilun lhin. - / want to rediscover myself.

Indefinite Pronouns
Indefinite pronouns are those that refer to a non-specific individual, item, or other noun. In English,
examples are someone, something, anyone, anything.

The Alurhsa language has a wider definition, and includes any pronoun that does not refer to a specific
individual or group, such as the English no one, everyone, someone else.

These pronouns are:
nolva - someone

fieyé - nothing
ayolva - anyone, someone
yashélva - someone else

ttolva - everyone

To this can be added the adjective ttosné all, every, which may be used as an indefinite pronoun
meaning everything.

Except for fieyé and ttosné, these pronouns are all declined in the same way as nouns, with all but
nolyés taking the endings as for nouns ending in a vowel other than -&, and fiélyés taking the endings of
nouns ending in a consonant. Only singular endings are used, even if the intent is plural. Thus, fiélva
avo ansigvi - someone (multiple people) are at home. Unlike English, it is legitimate to use a plural
verb form with the indefinite pronouns if plurals are intended or implied.

fieyé and ttosné are declined in the same was as the pronoun uméazhé this. This means they drop the -é
before endings which begin with a vowel and retains it before endings which begin with a consonant.
Thus:
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neyé, fieya, fieyény, fieyén, ieyéxna, fieyéc
ttosné, ttosna, ttosnény, ttosnén, ttosnéxna, ttosnéc

The indeclinable particle ;eyé may be used with many of these pronouns, always immediately following
the pronoun in the sentence, to give the meaning of any, at all. Thus:

nolva ;eyé - anyone

nolyés ;eyé - anything

néva ;eyé - no one at all, nobody at all

neyé ;eyé - nothing at all

ayolva ;eyé - anyone at all

yashoélva ;eyé - anyone else

Relative Pronouns
Alurhsa has two primary relative pronouns, which correspond to the English that, which, or who when
these are used to refer to an antecedent, for example the man that I saw.

The two pronouns have similar and overlapping, but not identical usage.

te - may be used to refer to any noun or pronoun, of any gender. It is declined as a noun ending in a
vowel other than -&, thus te, teya, teny, ten, texna, te¢. It takes exclusively singular forms, even when
the antecedent is plural. Note that teya is often used where English would use whose.

nolyé - is likewise used to refer to any noun. Normally it will refer to nouns regardless of gender,
however there are gendered forms which may be used to clarify if needed. These are: fidlye, fidlya,
nolyé, folyo, nolyane. Note that fidlyane is normally used when referring to God, and in fact it may be
considered at least disrespectful to do otherwise.

nolyé, including its gendered forms, are declined the same as other pronouns with similar forms, such as
umazhé. This means that the gendered forms are regularly declined according to the rules for nouns
ending in vowels other than -&, while the neuter/common form itself, fiélyé, drops the -€ before endings
which begin with a vowel and retains it before endings which begin with a consonant. Thus fi6lyé,
nolya, nolyény, idlyén, iolyéxna, fidlyé¢. fidlyé, like te, is normally not used in the plural regardless
of the number of its antecedent.

The distinction between the two pronouns is slight, but noticeable. fiélyé carries roughly the sense of the
English phrase he who or she who or the one which. It may be used in any situation calling for a relative
pronoun, including those where the anticedent is missing, implied, or follows the clause, such as fio6lyé
qiédano shulené - he/she who comes will be welcome.

te, on the other hand, may not be used without an actual antecedent, and normally this must precede it.
eg. lhoi umazhé dheve te qiédanod - it is this man who will come. Exceptions occur, but these are
normally in folk sayings or other constructions where some license is granted.

When meaning conveyed by the English -ever is intended, the relative pronoun used is always fi6lyé and

is followed by the indeclinable particle ;eyé, just as with the indefinite pronouns. Thus: Ghelanalya
nolyén ;eyé cedzand - We shall see whomever is present.
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One other irregularity, primarily regarding the use of the accusative case but also extending occasionally
to the others, must be mentioned here. Logically one assumes that the relative pronoun takes the case
that is appropriate for use within the subordinate clause itself, not the case which the entire clause, if
replaced with a single noun, would take within the sentence itself. Oddly, however, as seen in the above
sentenence it is often the case in Alurhsa that the relative pronoun will take the case that applies to the
entire clause as it is used within the sentence, and not the case which the relative pronoun would require
for its position within the clause. This is not merely a colloquial usage, but may be found even in formal
speech and writing. It is far more common with fidlyé than with te, given that filyé may be considered
to implicitly contain both an antecedent and relative pronoun.

Another example may help clarify this:

Bleshvaly dezhya fiolyén 1hoi. - / want to know who he/she is. Note that technically fiélyé€ is the
subject of the relative clause containing lhofi, which would ordinarily mean it would be in the
nominative, and the entire clause is the object of dezhya. However, as shown here, frequently fi6lyé
will take on the case appropriate to the role of the clause in which it sits.

One other relative form is commonly found. tensa is effectively a contraction of ens and texna, and
thus means because of whom/which. Eg. Gnerhevaly zhé boyenan tensa ttélva rronya vlor. -  know
the person because of whom we are all here.

Interrogative Pronouns
Interrogative pronouns are used to ask questions, and stand in the place of the noun or nouns that are
unknown.

When inquiring about persons, the Alurhsa pronoun is shthe. Note that although the form appears
masculine, the pronoun is, in fact, used for either gender, or even when the gender if the person is
unknown. A feminine form, shthd, may occasionally be encountered, but is rare.

When inquiring about objects, the pronoun is shthé. Although apparently of conceptual gender, shthé is
used for any noun not referring to a person.

Nélyé, fiésila, and fiélhiiva are used to question which item from a set. Nolyé corresponds to English
which, or which one and can be used when requesting which specific item out of a set of any size.
Nésila is which of two and fiélhiiva is which of three. These last two may be used to select an item out
of a set of two, or three, respectively. Although they are rarer than fiélyé, they are still in common use
and the student is advised to learn them.

Interrogatives decline as with any other pronoun. As all but fiélyé end in a vowel other than —&, they
follow that declension, thus: shthé, shthéya, shthony, shthon, shthoxna, shthoc. Note that shtheya
corresponds to English whose, while shthe in the other oblique cases should be translated as whom.
Also note that unlike English, where who may be used as a relative, shthe and shthé are exclusively
interrogative. Nélyé is identical in form, but not function, to the relative pronoun i6lyé.

Interrogatives are almost always found at the beginning of a sentence or phrase, regardless of what case
they are in. Thus:

Shthe qiéd6? — Who's coming?

Shthoén bleshvayév? — What do you want?
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Shthon gheld zhé dheve te 1hof shthawe zh’arhcon? — What does the man who is beside the river see?

The final interrogative pronoun is not truly a pronoun, but falls into this category because it is so
classified by native grammarians. Shthensa means, in English, because of what?. 1t is indeclinable, and
should more likely fall into either the locational or syntactic category. Shthensa is always found at the
start of an interogative sentence or phrase, never in any other position.

Demonstrative Pronouns
The demonstrative pronouns are those which are used to indicate a particular item. In English these are
this and that. Alurhsa has three more demonstrative pronouns, but the principle is the same.

The demonstrative pronouns are:
umazhé - this

tazhé - that

zhané - yon

yashé - other, another

Kals - such a

The basic meaning of these is the same as English. iméazhé is used of things which are near the speaker,
or have been recently mentioned. Note that this second part of the definition means that imazhé is used
much more often than this in English, since an item being mentioned in a previous sentence is enough to
refer to it as umazhé in Alurhsa, where in English that would be used due to the item not being near the
speaker. At times, this usage parallels the English the latter.

tazhé, that, is used to refer to an item somewhat farther away from the speaker, closer to the listener. It
is also used where in English one might use the former.

zhané refers to items that are not physically near either the speaker or the hearer. The archaic English
yon, which has the same meaning, is the best translation, but it is important to note that zhané is still in
active use.

yashé, another, is considered a pronoun by Alurhsa grammarians because functionally it works the same
as umazhé, tazhé, and zhané.

All four of the above pronouns decline, and when used adjectivally must be in the same case as their
noun object. Note that when used adjectivally, like descriptives (the Alurhsa term for adjectives and
adverbs), these pronouns occur exclusively with singular endings. They only take plural endings when
they stand alone, at which point they follow the same rule as nouns in that the plural is only used if
context does not indicate plural in some other way.

The case endings used are the same as those of nouns, but unlike nouns ending in -é the demonstrative
pronouns retain the & in all cases of the singular except the genitive/locative. In the plural, the & is
dropped and plural endings applied, as with nouns. Thus, they decline as follows:

umazhé
Singular: imazhé, imazha, imazhény, imazhén, imazhéxna, imazhég
Plural: imazhd, imazhaéna, amazhony, iumazhén, tmazhoxna, imazhég
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tazhé, zhané, and yashé all decline in the same way.

In older literature the reader may come across gender specific forms of these pronouns. The gender
endings are:

Masculine: -e
Feminine: -a
Neuter: -é
Conceptual: -6
Spiritual: -ne

As can be seen, the neuter form eventually eclipsed the others, and is now used without regard to the
gender of the noun. However, older forms, such as: imazhe, imazha, imazhé, imazhé, and imazhne
may be encountered in classical literature, or in modern literature where older forms are used for effect,
or in extremely formal situations. The gender specific forms decline regularly, and even the neuter form
may adopt a regular genitive in -€ya.

The pronoun Kals, such a, is irregular in that it does not take case endings if used adjectivally. Thus,
kals dheve (such a man), kals dheveya (of such a man). If kals is used independently, then case
endings are employed, thus kalsa (of such a one).

Pronouns of Place and Quantity

The Alurhsa language has two somewhat unusual prounouns, va and le, which refer to the place recently
mentioned and an amount of the item/substance recently mentioned respectively. They are best
compared to the French pronouns y and en. These two pronouns may be declined according to normal
rules for nouns ending in a vowel, thus:

va, vaya, vany, van, vaxna, vac

and

le, leya, leny, len, lexna, le¢

However they are most often found in the nominative or accusative. In the case of va, the
genitive/locative is rarely used, with the nominative taking its place.

By far the most common of these two is va, which often is found where English speakers would use
there, and would thus expect dzal, var, dil, or vir. It is also regularly used in the ungrammatical but
common expression va x (there is/are ....), eg. va zhé dheve — There's the man.

Le is used in places where English speakers would expect to find some. Eg. Len x6ly — I have some.
Note that it is not a quantatative, thus I have some money would be X061y yave navaran. By contrast, le
could be used to refer to some money or even just some in a later sentence. Thus: Ve x6lyév zhé
navaran? Lec x6ly yaven. - Do you have the money? [ have some of it.
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Descriptives

Description of this part of speech

Declension - Cases and Adverbial Ending

Comparative & Superlative

Using descriptives with nouns, including multiple descriptives for one object.
Using descriptives with verbs.

Using descriptives to modify other descriptives.
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Verbs

The Alurhsa verb has rightly been considered the most complicated aspect of the language. Alurhsa
verbs are highly variable and able to express fine subtleties concerning the time, progression, and current
state of an action. This is stated here not to discourage the student, but rather in the hope that the student
will appreciate the need for significant study of this aspect of the language.

The Alurhsa verb varies, or conjugates, to show the time an action occurred (past, present, future), the
state of the action (indicative or perfect), mode (stative, conditional, progressive, desiderative,
imperative, infinitive, participle, or gerundive), and the aspect (indefinite or definite). Within these, the
verb shows voice (active, passive, or reflexive), person (first, second-familiar, second-formal, second-
depreciative, third), and number (singular or plural). While this may seem overwhelmingly
complicated, with relatively few exceptions, Alurhsa verbs are quite regular in their conjugation, and the
endings relatively modular. Irregular verbs will be discussed later in this section.

The primary dictionary form of the Alurhsa verb is the active present indicative infinitive, which is
marked with the ending -a added directly to the verb root. Only two verbs end differently in the
infinitive: delzyt 7o be, and movri to be able, both of which are irregular in their conjugation as well.

The base or root form of the verb may be found by simply dropping the infinitive ending -a4. Thus the
base form of vila (to write) is vil-. The base form itself is invariable other than the few truly irregular
verbs, and even these most often only show irregularity in the active present indicative stative.

To the base form are added the conjugational morphemes in the following sequence:

First is the time ending. The present time has no special indication. The past is shown by the ending -
el-, which is invariable. The future is shown by the ending -an-, which varies depending on the voice of
the action: -an- for active, -en- for passive, or -un- for reflexive. Voice will be discussed shortly. The
meaning of the time entries is similar to that of English, thus vilaly (I write/am writing), velelaly (/
wrote), and vilanaly (/ will write). However, past and future actions relative to the time in which the
statement itself is presented are always shown in the past or future. There is no "sequence of tenses" as
is found in many Terran languages. The exception to this rule is what is termed the narrative present,
where the present tense is often used for effect in literature and storytelling.

The next conjugational morpheme reflects the state of the action, either indicative or perfect. The
indicative state has no special ending, while the perfect adds -sv-, or -asv- as needed for euphonics. The
perfect form corresponds roughly to the English use of the auxiliary verb to have, thus vilaly (I write/am
writing), vilsvaly (also often vilasvaly) (I have written). This carries into other times as well, with
vilelaly (/ wrote) and vilelsvaly (I had written), or vilanaly (I will write) and vilansvaly (I will have
written).

The primary conjugation of the verb takes place in what are termed the mode endings. Mode is not an
entirely accurate term for this part of the verbal construct, but it is quite entrenched in both native and

Terran writings on the subject, and thus will be adhered to here.

Alurhsa grammarians consider that their are eight modes: stative, conditional, progressive, desiderative,
imperative, infinitive, participle, and gerund. Terrans will recognize that not all of these are considered
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in the same way in terran languages. Of these modes, only the stative, conditional, and progressive have
endings which show aspect, person or number.

Alurhsa verb endings also carry a voice element, meaning they indicate the relationship of the subject to
the object. The active voice indicates that the subject of the sentence, which is in the nominative, is
performing the action on an object, which is in the accusative, eg. Zhé dheve veld zhé salekan (7he
man reads/is-reading the book). The passive voice reverses this relationship, and the subject is now the
object being affected, and the performer of the action is placed in the instrumental, eg. Zhé salek velé
zhé dhevexna (The book is-read/is-being-read by the man).

The reflexive voice is used to indicate the subject is performing the action upon itself. This voice is
more complicated for English speakers than the other two, as it can still take a direct object in the
accusative, eg. Pinyuly zhé gheszran (Literally: / wash myself the face, or more correctly I wash my
face). Essentially when there is the possibility of the action being performed either upon onesself or
upon another, the reflexive is used to indicate which is intended.

The three voices have characteristic vowels which by and large follow through the entire conjugational
system. The active voice is represented by -4- or sometimes -6-, the passive by -e- or -é-, and the
reflexive by -u-. The student is advised to note these vowels, as they will make learning the large
number of endings far easier.

The infinitive, as we have mentioned, carries the ending -4 in the active voice. This ending may be
added to past or future endings, and the state morpheme may be used as well, thus giving significant
flexibility in the exact meaning of the infinitive. Examples: vila (to write), vilsva (or vilasva) (to have
written, usually recently or as part of something being explained in the present), vilela (to have written
in the past), vilelsva (to have written prior to something being explained in the past), vilana (to be going
to write), vilansva (fo be going to have written). 1f this seems a bewildering array of possible infinitives,
the student should note that the infinitive mode is often used in subordinate clauses, where the time must
still be conveyed. This will be discussed in greater detail later, but the following example should help at
this point: Divelaly dheny lhan vilansva zh'asalqaman thexan (I told him I will have written the
message tomorrow). In the subordinate clause, / will have written is shown by lhan vilansva, where the
subject (Iha /) is placed in the accusative, and the verb (vilansvaly I will have written) is placed in the
infinitive according to the rule of subordinate clauses.

The participle is mostly equivalent to English -ing or in the past tense -ed. It is functionally an adjective,
or in the Alurhsa term, a descriptive. It should not be used to construct tenses the way English and other
languages do using auxiliary verb, as this construction is utterly meaningless in Alurhsa. Thus rro
alznazalyén (literally I-am going) or rré alznelazalyén (literally I-am gone) or worse x61y
alznelazalyén (literally /-have gone) would sound like gibberish to Alurhsa ears. The English tenses
represented by these are formed entirely with endings, no auxiliary verbs are used in Alurhsa.

The participle itself is formed with the suffix -azalyén, or in the passive voice -ezelyén and the reflexive
voice uzulyén showing the characteristic vowel changes. This may be added to the base form for the
present participle, eg. vilazalyén (writing) or vilezelyén (being written). The past or future endings and
the state morpheme may also be used, giving a fine degree of precision about exactly when and what is
happening: eg. vilelezelyén (written (in the past)), vilelsvazalyén (having written in the past before
another past action being described), vilanazalyén (being about to write, or being going to write).
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It should be pointed out here that the passive participle is often replaced by an adjectival form, created
by adding -sa or -as4, or occasionally -ens4, to the root.

Historically the participle ending may have been simply *-dlyén, as the -4z- appears in fact to be the
repetative suffix -4z- which at some point became permanently fused with the participle ending. The
fusing is so complete that the 4 in the suffix has picked up the characteristic change to reflect voice.
However, this theory is not accepted by all native grammarians, and is based on the appearance of
cognates in pre-Unification languages, not on any actual evidence for modern Alurhsa itself, or of the
ancient reconstructions upon which it is based.

The most common use for the participle is adverbially, introducing a clause: fenelaly zhé Iivalan
avrejazalyén zhé sigvan (I spent the morning working on the house), or hinazalyén zhé sinan ritsin
asluvelayn kas zhé lavaya (wearing the red shirt he/she was shining in/under the sun/star). The
present participle is by far the most common in this construction, although others may also be used.
Also, alternate constructions may be employed for similar meaning, such as ens hina zhé sinan ritsan...
(because of wearing/to-wear the red shirt...).

The participle may also be used strictly as adjectivally, to describe a noun, such as: zhé velezelyén salek
(the being-read book, or the book being read). Note that these constructions can take the place of
relative clauses, as this could also be said as zhé salek te velé (the book which is-being-read).

The gerund is essentially a declinable noun form of the verb, primarily used after prepositions or in other
situations that require a case other than the nominative. It is formed by adding the ending -6znayén to
the base form of the verb. Again, as with the participle, tense markers and the state morpheme may also
be used. The passive form of the gerund is -6zneyén and the reflexive is -6znuyén, showing the
characteristic vowel change.

The gerund is almost always found in either the genitive/locative or instrumental case. Nominative and
accusative uses have been largely supplanted by the infinitive itself, and situations where a verb is the
object of a preposition requiring the dative or ablative are rare. In many less formal situations, the
instrumental case has also been replaced by the infinitive, if it is following a preposition, eg. méshva
veléznayénaxna vs. moshva vela for by reading. For this reason, the student may safely consider the
gerund to be the form of the infinitive when using the genitive/locative case only, and deal with the other
cases if they are encountered in literature or formal speech.

Examples of the gerund are found in phrases such as bhérh vanrhéznayéna (time of leaving), fieven
wesézneyéna (word(s) of being-courted), or neres nogzoéznuyéna (moment of self-reflection). Note that
in such phrases the genitive/locative is always the form used. Also note that these could be replaced
with an actual noun, eg. bhérh vanrhésa (time of departure). That there are multiple ways to make
such statements is one of the characteristics of the Alurhsa language, and contributes to its richness.

The imperative and desiderative modes both are used to give orders or make requests, essentially similar

to the English imperative. They each have only one form, which is used for both singular and plural, and
they do not take either tense or state endings.
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The imperative is identical with the base form of the verb, meaning it is the active present indicative
infinitive without the -4 ending of the infinitive mode. Thus: vel! (read!) or el¢! (study!). Note that not
all verbs in their base form are easily pronounceable, and for those that are not, either the alternate
imperative form using the progressive may be used, or in some dialects -4 may be added to the base for
euphonics, such as for adla (to drop/throw-down), which could be adla! (Drop (it)!) in the imperative,
or agra (fo attack) which could be agra! (Attack!).

The imperative is used primarily in situations where the speaker wishes to show or imply authority or the
need for immediacy. Use of the imperative other than in such a situation carries an undercurrent of
disdain or annoyance towards the person or object being commanded. In general situations, the present
tense progressive mode functions as an imperative, carrying less of the force of a command.

The desiderative mode is similar to the imperative, but is used when the speaker wishes to make a polite
and formal request, or in certain formalized phrases such as adhxeln! (literally: be dared! but more
correctly: I challenge! or I dare you!) or kseleln (literally: be thanked! but more correctly thank you!).
The desiderative is formed by adding -eln or occasionally -aln to the base form of the verb. Technically
-aln is active voice and -eln is passive, but in practice -eln is by far the more common and is used for
both voices, with the context making clear which is meant.

This brings us to the three most complicated modes, as they each inflect to show person, number, and
aspect.

The Alurhsa recognize the basic three persons as used in English and many other Terran languages: first
person being the speaker himself, second person being the person spoken to, and third person referring to
someone who is neither the speaker nor the direct hearer. In Alurhsa, however, the second person is
divided into a familiar form, a polite form, and a depreciative or pejorative form, enabling the speaker to
construct statements in a form which reflects his or her relationship to the person spoken to. The
familiar form should be used with people the speaker is close to, on a first name basis with, i.e. friends
and family. The depreciative should be used only in situations where the desire is to strongly and
forcefully insult the person spoken to. In all other situations, use the polite form.

The student is strongly advised to use the polite form at all times unless invited by an Alurhsa to use the
familiar form. The student should never use the depreciative form, and it is included here only that you
may become familiar with it in case you find it in literature or hear it in spoken conversation.

Number refers to singular or plural. If the subject of the verb is singular, the verb form is singular, and if
plural then the verb form is plural.

Aspect is perhaps the most difficult element of the Alurhsa verb structure to explain. There are two
aspects, indefinite and definite. The normal form of the verb is the indefinite, which puts forth an action
or state where the completion or continuation of that action or state is not expressed, meaning it could be
a single action or one that is habitual or continous, or perhaps better, an action that happens once and is
over or one that happens more than that, or is still going on. The definite aspect simply carries the
impresion that the action is a single item, one time and it is complete, and its after effects are either past
or non-existant.

Some examples should help clarify this.
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Obviously at this point it is necessary to point out that not all of these forms are in everyday use for all
verbs, although technically all are correct and can be used if the context warrants it.

The personal endings for the active form of each tense are as follows. Note that there are five persons
and two numbers. Note also that the plural form is largely created by adding -4, often with a -y- glide, to
the singular. In the conditional, which already ends in 4, this is shown by nasalizing the 4 into & in the
plural. Finally, notice that other than the third person indicative (he/she/it) there is the characteristic

vowel of the active form, -a-.

Indicative:
I: -aly
you (sing. familiar): -ayév
you (sing. polite): -aly€v
you (sing. insult): -an
he/she/it: -0

Conditional:
I: -alsva
you (sing. familiar): -ayeva
you (sing. polite): -alyeva
you (sing. insult): -4na
he/she/it: -alna

Imperative/Continuous
I: -ay
you (sing. familiar): -dyv
you (sing. polite): -alv
you (sing. insult): -an
he/she/it: -ayn

We: -alya

you (plur.familiar): -adyéva
you (plur. polite): -alyéva
you (plur. insult): -4na
they: -6nya

We: -alsva

you (plur. familiar): -ayeva
you (plur. polite): -dlyeva
you (plur. insult): -4na
they: -alna

We: -aya

you (plur. familiar): -dyva
you (plur. polite): -alva
you (plur. insult): -4na
they: -dyna

Now for a word about how these combine to form the various tenses. As indicated in the discussion on
infinitives, by removing the -a of the present active infinitive, you get the root or base of the verb. For
the present tense, simply add the personal endings for the tenses to this root. For the past, future, perfect,
past perfect, future perfect, add the appropriate markers between the root and the personal ending, as

demonstrated with the infinitives. Some examples:

e Kkelyaly - I do

o kelyayv - do (you, sing., fam., imperative).

e Kkelyelalsva - we would have done (past conditional).
o kelyanalyéva (you, plur., form.) will do.
o kelyasvaya - we have been doing.
This same method holds true for the passive and reflexive forms, although the characteristic vowel of the
personal ending changes. Thus:
o Passive Indicative: -ely, -eyév, -elyév, -en, -é; -elya, -eyéva, -elyéva, -en4, -énya.
o Passive Conditional: -elsva, -eyeva, -elyeva, -ena, -elna; -elsva, -eyeva, -elyeva, -eni, -elna.
o Passive Cont./Imp.: -ey, -eyv, -elv, -en, -eyn; -eya, -eyva, -elva, -en4, -eyna.
o Reflexive Indicative: -uly, -uyév, -ulyév, -un, -u; -ulya, -uyéva, -ulyéva, -una, -unya.
o Reflexive Conditional: -ulsva, -uyeva, -ulyeva, -una, -ulna; -ulsva, -uyeva, -ulyeva, -una, -
ulna.
e Reflexive Cont./Imp.: -uy, -uyv, -ulv, -un, -Uyn; -uya, -uyva, -ulva, -ina, -uyna.
Based on the above, we can create the following forms:
o kelyené - it will be done.
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kelyasvénya - they have been done (recently).
kelyunsvulyeva - you (plur. form.) would have been going to do to/for yourselves.

This last example illustrates the agglutinative nature of Aluric verbs. It parses out to:

kely- (root: do)

-un- (future reflexive marker)

-sv- (perfective marker)

-ulyevé (you, plural, formal, conditional tense).

Finally, there is one more added complication that permeates all tense forms except the infinitives and
participles. Each of the three tense forms, in every voice, has a perfective version, characterized by
adding the vowel -1 (plural -un) to the end of the personal ending. The perfective form is used when it is
important to indicate that the event is a singular one, and is not or will not still continue. Thus,
kelyasvayi - I have been doing (but am not now), or kelyelényi (it has been done, once and it's over
with). The personal endings in the perfective are as follows:

Active Indicative: -alyil, -ayévi, -alyévi, -and, -i; -alyun, -ayévun, -alyévun, -anun, -un.
Active Conditional: -alsvi, -dyevil, -alyevil, -anfi, -alnd; -alsvun, -dyevun, -alyevun, -anun, -
alnun.

Active Cont./Imp.: -ayd, -ayvi, -alvi, -ani, -ayni; -dyun, -ayvun, -dlvun, -inun, -dynun.
Passive Indicative: -elyi, -eyévil, -elyévi, -enil, -ényii; -elyun, -eyévun, -elyévun, -enun, -
ényun.

Passive Conditional: -elsvii, -eyevil, -elyevii, -enil, -elnii; -elsvun, -eyevun, -elyevun, -enun, -
elnun.

Passive Cont./Imp.: -eyi, -eyvil, -elvil, -enii, -eynii; -eyun, -eyvun, -elvun, -enun, -eynun.
Reflexive Indicative: -ulyil, -uyévi, -ulyévi, -und, -unyd; -ulyun, -uyévun, -ulyévun, -unun, -
unyun.

Reflexive Conditional: -ulsvii, -uyevi, -ulyevi, -uni, -ulnii; -ulsvun, -uyevun, -ulyevun, -
unun, -ulnun.

Reflexive Cont./Imp.: -uydl, -uyvi, -ulvil, -und, -uyni; -uyun, -uyvun, -ulvun, -unun, -uynun.

Examples:

kelyunsvulyi - [ will have done (once) to/for myself.

kelyeyvun - be done (once)! (you plur.fam.)

kelyasvalvun - you (plur.form.) have been doing (but aren't any more).
kelyelsvayi - I had been doing (but had stopped by the time...).

Irregular Verbs

3.2.1.7.1 Mild Irregulars

3.2.1.7.1.1 Movri~, Desha~, Lefa~, Xola~ and derivatives

3.2.1.7.2 Older Forms

3.2.1.7.2.1 Ghelwn

3.2.1.7.3 Delzyu~ and Derivatives
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Positionals
Alurhsa grammarians classify all words that indicate the position or location of something, whether in
space or time, as myavadhrasva, which literally means "where-indicator-words", or Positionals. These
include the categories which Indo-European languages usually refer to as prepositions and adverbs,
although only those adverbs indicating position, location, or time. Adverbs of state or condition have
been dealt with under the Descriptives section.

Positionals are often, but not always, used with an object, whether noun, descriptive, or verb. As such,
these positionals usually cause their object to assume a particular case or form. In general, noun cases
after positionals are used to indicate either motion towards, static location, motion through or within, or
motion from. Certain positionals may indicate affectedness.

The rules are:

e Motion from the object requires the object be in the Ablative.

e Motion towards the object, or in benefit of the object, requires the object be in the Dative.

e Motion through the object, or especially throughout the object, requires the object be in the
Instrumental.

e Static location in, at, on, with, etc., the object, requires the object be in the Genitive/Locative.

e Direct conflict with or effect on the object requires the object be in the Accusative.

Some examples at this point might be useful:

Qiédo ghel zh'ithlanag (He comes from the city) - ghel (from) requires the ablative in ithlan (city)
because the motion is from there.

Alana rayé eshnin zh'ithlanany (4lana looks towards the city) - eshniin (fowards) requires the dative
in ithlan (city) because the motion, in this case her looking, is towards there.

Pondraly zhé salekan be zhé sivnany (/ put the book on the table) - In this case, be (on) requires that
sivni (fable) be in the dative, because the motion is towards the table as the book is being placed there.

Zhé salek lhoi be zhé sivniya (The book is on the table) - Here, be (on) requires that sivné (table) be
in the genitive/locative, because there is no motion, only the static location of the book.

Zhé salek talé be zhé sivnic (The book falls off the table) - Although this may seem unusual to most
English or other Indo-European speakers, the ablative case for table indicates to an Alurhsa that while
the book started out on the table, it is moving from there.

It is to be noted that many positionals may take different cases depending on the intended meaning. tsye
(in) 1s a perfect example of this. It will take the dative if the motion is info, the genitive/locative if the
location is static in, the instrumental if the motion is inside or throughout, and the ablative if the motion
is from within. So it is important not only to see the meaning of the preposition, but the case of its
object, as both together determine the meaning and relationship.

Below is the list of prepositions in the Alurhsa language, and the case or cases they normally use, along
with descriptions of the meaning assigned depending on the case of the object. The most common case
usage and meaning is listed first.
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as
be
ber

bhésaxne
cedza

cen
ely
ens
epna
eshki
faji
ga

gel
ghel
goé

kans
kél
kils
kir

kiva
kivense
koévi

les

1t

lyiv

moshva
nos

nov
noévexne
pel

po

polef

pov
pré

san
shthawe
shtheza
thir

thirshi
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dat: up to, until.
gen/loc: on, dat: onto, abl: off of.

gen/loc: atop, at the top of, on top of, dat: to the top of, abl:
off the top off.
acc: instead of

gen/loc: in the presence of, dat: into the presence of, abl:
from the presence of.
gen/loc: at, dat: to, abl: from.

abl: out of, instru: out through.

instru: because of.

dat: for, for the benefit of.

instru: out of (material).

acc: in spite of.

gen/loc: after, beyond (static location), dat: after (motion
into being after), abl: from after, or after compared to
something.

gen/loc: beyond, past.

abl: from, away from.

gen/loc: while, during (a fixed event that occurs within a
timespan), instru: while, during (a continuous event that
occurs throughout a timespan).

acc: against.

gen/loc: in front of, with no object: forward.

gen/loc: behind, with no object: backward.

gen/loc: underneath, on the underside of, dat: to the
underside of, abl: from the underside of.

dat: on behalf of.

dat: in favor of.

acc: in memory of

abl: since.

gen/loc: among, with, dat: into the group of, abl: out from
among.

gen/loc: between, among, dat: into position between, abl:
out from between, instru: in all the space between.
instru: by, by means of.

instru: according to.

abl: about, concerning.

instru: no matter, notwithstanding

gen/loc: around, about (static location), instru: all around or
in motion around.

instru: along, by (with motion), gen/loc: along (static
location).

with verb infinitive, or with el followed by a verb:: in order
to, with noun acc: for, in order to.

instru: depending on.

dat: before (time).

instru: across, abl: from across, dat: to the other side of.
gen/loc: beside, next to.

dat: past, by (moving past), gen/loc: past, beyond.
gen/loc: at the bottom of, dat: to the bottom of, abl: up from
the bottom of.

acc: in honor of.
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tsye gen/loc: in, inside, dat: into, abl: out from the inside of.

tye (used with place names, roads, or other things which are
not containers or simple objects) gen/loc: in, at, on, dat: to,
instru: through or throughout, abl: from.

uqge gen/loc: on this side (of), dat: to this side (of), abl: from this
side (of).

liste abl: off (of) world, island, etc.

vas acc: by (time).

vel nom: about, circa (w/numbers, time).

ven abl: without.

veiuleve acc: regardless of.

vu gen/loc: at, in, on (time).

vun gen/loc: with.

vushe acc: in exchange for.

vushi acc: as, in the role of.

xim instru: through.

xre gen/loc: near, dat: moving towards, abl: moving away from.

xreva gen/loc: nearer.

Xxrevna gen/loc: nearest.

yas dat: back to, back unto.

yasheqge gen/loc: on the other side of, dat: to the other side of, abl:
from the other side of.

yely abl: back out of.

yesh dat: back towards.

zhaski instru: based on, founded on, from.

z6 nom: at the rate of.

Several positionals can also be used with verbs. For example: pré qiéda (before coming), as velanalyév
dhén (until you read it). The rules for tense and mood are covered in the section on verbs.

When positionals are used with phrases, the normal case rules often do not apply. Rather, the object
should be considered to be the entire phrase, which of course cannot take a case ending collectively, and
the subject is placed into the case appropriate for its position in the phrase, either nominative or
accusative, depending on verb mood.

There are several ways of translating the English preposition for. Some examples: I bought it for you -
Zharelaly dhén epna olyany; / bought it for supper - Zharelaly dhén vishi calenan; I bought it for
cleaning - Zharelaly dhén pélef pinya. In the first example, the item is intended as a benefit to
someone else, so epna is used. In the second, it is intended to play the role of supper, so vishi is used.
In the last example, the item was purchased in order to clean, so polef is used. When translating English
for it is best to think of how the sentence could be reworded using either as a benefit to, in the role of, or
for the purpose of. Which of these works best as the rewording will indicate whether to use epna,
vushi, or polef.

kas (under) is often used with time of day references in places English would use in. For example, kas
veluvana (in darkness), or kas lavensa (in daylight). This turn of phrase is found most often dealing
with light and/or darkness references, since gé bléya or gé bléxna is during the day,depending on
whether one means sometime during the day or throughout the day.
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Z6 (at the rate of) is roughly equivalent to Esperanto po: Zhareld shaliin z6 lhiva zhé navaraxna. (He
bought apples at three for a dollar.) Note that z6 goes before the number or rate, and the rate itself
consists of a number plus a value in the instrumental. Thus: z6 elka zhé bléyxna (four per day), 26
delsa zhé vlenaxna (ten per meter).

Note that many of the positionals in the above table may be used without objects, even if this may not
make sense according to English syntactic rules. For example: alznaly yesh - I'm going back that way;
Dhe 1hoi iiste - He is offworld/offshore. Do not be surprised to hear an Alurhsa end a phrase or
sentence with one of these words. The object, in these cases, is generally to be understood from context.
Not all positionals are used in this manner. Certain, like kas (under) have locative forms ending in i,
often with modified significance: kasi (downstairs, below).

Another even more unusual feature is that sometimes positionals standing without objects can take noun-
like case endings. This is particularly true with words like uqe (this side of) and yasheqe (the other side
of). Thus: Qiédalv uqeny - Come to this side. The only endings used for this are the dative and
ablative. The genitive/locative is understood to be the base form of the word.

The next table lists words which are considered positionals by native grammarians, but which are most
often used alone rather than with an object. It should be pointed out that technically any positional may
take an object, or may be used alone in an adverbial or locational sense. However, the words in the prior
table normally do take an object in the case specified, while the words in the following table normally do
not. When an object is used, its case always obeys the rules outlined at the start of this section.

adlan high, high up.

ansigvi at home.

apreme once, once upon a time, ago (with nom. of time reference).
ayamas ever, at any time.

ayelef sometime.

ayemya somewhere.

ayensa for some reason.

ayexen someday.

berkasi upside down.

berteli rightside up.

bhési instead, in its place,alternatively.
bhori on time (at the right time).
dely here, in this area/region.
daly yonder, yonder area.
dzaly there, in that area/region.
eshghel away (direction).
eshkalis northward.

eshkas down, downward.

eshkivra  backwards (direction).
eshmagis eastward.
eshielis  southward.

eshtel upwards, up.
eshvegis  westward.

évarre finally, at last!

exen these days.
exnarsame lately.

gamas never (from now on).

gathexan the day after tomorrow.
gavame afterwards, later on.
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gelévarre atlong last.

gheli away (location).

hoélef when.

ilef one day (general).

imas one day (future).

kamensi  on the ground floor (with gen/loc).
kasi downstairs.

kaskami underground.

kéle onward, forward.

kélyesh back and forth.

lhaksi on the left side

mele then, at that time.

melexen in those days.

mya where (relative conj., dialect form).
myava where?

nelef never (up till now).

femya nowhere.

nola rarely, not often.

Aorsa at no time, never.

noye no longer, no more.

oriivi on the shore, coast, or bank (with gen/loc).
pifi at first, in the beginning (with gen/loc).
preme before (adv), ago (with nom. of time reference)

prenyame recently, just a little while ago.
préprexna day before yesterday (alt. form).
prexnava the day before yesterday.

sevana forever more, eternally.
sevla often.

shthevla  how often.

suli alone, in private.

svla soon.

svlarre as soon as.

tacis that way, that direction.

taneres at once, at that moment.
taneresarre immediately.

telsi upstairs.

tsekasa below, beneath, under here.
tsenishi inland, away from the coast
ttérsa always, at all times, for all times.

ttoseqge on every side (with gen/loc)
ttosnéblé every day, daily (adv.).

ttovune in total, together.

ttoxime widely, vastly, throughout, globally.
taviora here, in this very spot, right here.
ucis this way, this direction.

uneres just now, a moment ago.

tisqel outside, outdoors (with gen/loc or abl, depending on motion)
var there, in that spot/location.

véshi in private.

viér here, in this spot/location.

vulef at the same time (as) (with nom.)
var yonder, yonder spot.

yadice in the other direction (with abl.).

yashelef  elsewhen, another time.

yashemya elsewhere.

yashevi publicly, in public.

yaski on the right side (with gen/loc, dat, or abl. depending on motion).
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Many of the above positionals are relatively self-explanatory if it is remembered that they are equivalent
to English or Indo-European adverbs more than prepositions.

preme and apreme both can be used where English uses ago. There is no notable distinction in

meaning, any preference is purely personal or dialectal. Both function by being placed before the time
indication, thus: apreme zilyev sizn - six years ago, preme sila bhoéran - two days (48 hours) ago.
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Syntactics

Syntactics are words, normally indeclinable, that fit between other parts of speech, and provide the
connections that link them together, or modify the tone and feel of those connections. Syntactics cover
the ground that English grammarians would normally divide into articles, conjunctions, and in some
cases adverbs. For the purposes of this grammar, we will further divide this part of speech into two
categories: articles and general syntactics.

Articles

Alurhsa has four words that can be classified as articles. The definite article, zhé, is used in front of any
noun, or descriptive being used as a noun, which is being definitely indicated, in the same way as
English the. The article does not vary for case, number, or normally for gender, although in formal and
classical literature the article may be seen as zhe, zha, zhé, zhé, and gle for masculine, feminine, neuter,
conceptual, and spiritual forms respectively.

The definite article is also used to indicate classes of words, and in front of names of languages. Thus,
likaly zhé vonishan (/ /ike cake), or dezhyaly fieva zhé vésulan (I know how to speak V'sul).

i€ (a, an, a certain) is used far less than its English equivalent. It is used when the intention is to single
a certain one out of a group, but when that certain one may not be sufficiently identified to use zhé. As
with all articles, i€ does not vary for case or number. In modern standard usage it also does not vary for
gender, although in formal and classical literature the forms ae, i4, i€, and lye may be found for
masculine, feminine, neuter, and conceptual/spiritual respectively.

The two remaining articles, ta (that, you), and aye (any, any one of many), have only the one form. ta is
most often found in expressions such as ta zale! (you good boy/girl!) or other exclamations, while aye is

employed as an opposite of ié, thus ié salek av aye salek (a certain book or any book).

General Syntactics

General syntactics are listed below:

ieyé any+pron, pron+ever (follows the pronoun)
akansa negative (of numbers, follows the number)
anyéve minus, less (in math)

axola positive (of numbers. follows the number)
cavin although

ce just (to have just...)

cla indeed, quite, very

dda and

e¢ even, méme, aun

ece even so, even still, still

el that

eli if

eltash honestly, swearing to

entha maybe, perhaps

eref therefor, so

erna as long as, provided that

gatsu anyway, also, as well, in any case
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goyaze as long as, while, throughout

haly why?, for what reason?

he but, however

itravame as an aside, as a sidenote
kaly because

kin almost, just

kéleh as if...

kolf like

me too (+adj/adv)

na desiderative particle, would that-
naly therefore, thus, for this reason
fe not

neja but, except that

negeli but, unless, except that

negel nevertheless, however

ol than (comparitive)

sa s0, s0 much (sa...s4, as...as)
sha already

shthélen what if...

spé lest, so that not

szé emphatic particle (follows word being emphasized)
tensa because of which (relative conjunction)
tsilme certainly, of course

tsivén either, as well, neither

tsu also

ttosne¢a almost, all but

ve question forming particle

vu plus (in math)

vune including, together with, as well
yasheme otherwise

yashéne as opposed to, versus
yashexne on the other hand

yashnyets again

yashovaxne in other words

zhé the

zhla then, in that case

Most of the above list are relatively self-explanatory, and are used similarly to their equivalents in
English and other Indo-European languages. Some, however, do require more explanation.

There are two special pairs of syntactics, elii...zhla and ¢avin...ece, which require special attention. The
first, elfi...zhla, is identical to English if...then. The difference is that while English allows then to be
omitted, Alurhsa does not allow zhla to be left off, either in written or spoken usage. Thus, elii dhe
qiédand, zhla cedzanaly If he comes (will come), then I will be there (will be present). Zhla may also
be used alone after a statement of fact, to indicate the result of that condition, usually when the statement
and result are said by different speakers. Thus, (person 1): Dhe qiédané. (person 2): Zhla cedzanaly.

Cavin...ece is much more unusual to English speakers. Cavin (although) and ece (even still) function in
the same relationship as elii and zhla, thus ece is used to show the outcome of the statement following
cavin, or more exactly the statement which follows ege is true in spite of the statement following ¢avin.
Thus, cavin dhe fie qiédand, ece cedzanaly A/though he will not come, even still I will be there. As
with zhla, ece is not optional in Alurhsa.
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The question particle, ve, is used at the start of any declarative statement to turn it into a question. The
word order does not have to change, although sometimes the word or words being questioned will be
placed immediately following ve. Ve is not required if another word implying a question is present, thus
interrogative pronouns and interrogative descriptives replace ve as question markers.

Examples:

Dhe vel6 zhé salekan. He is reading the book.

Ve dhe vel6 zhé salekan? Is he reading the book?

Ve zhé salekan dhe veld? Is he reading the book?

Ve velo dhe zhé salekan? Is he reading the book?

Note also that ve dhe velé zhé salekan can easily mean is he reading the book since pronouns are
regularly omitted. To further point out which word is being stressed, the emphatic syntactic szé can be
used: Ve dhe szé vel6 zhé salekan? Is he reading the book?

The emphatic szé may, in fact, be used following any word in any sentence to draw attention to that
word. Examples:

Olne szé skélyii Jine. You are God.

Wagaly szé olyan! [ love you!

Zhé ttesh 1hoi tsye szé zhé bésniyara. The food is in the box.

The English word but is translated by two different Alurhsa words, depending on how and where it is
used. He is used when but may equally be replaced with sowever. He may only come at the start of a
sentence or phrase. Thus, Zhé blé Thon dlono6sa, he desha shthala velevi The day is rainy, but we must
travel anyway. When the statement after but is pointing out a contrast with the first statement, ne;a is
used. Nega also may only come at the start of a sentence or phrase, and normally the first statement is a
negative. Thus, Zhé blé fie lhofi dlonésa, ne;a cirensa The day is not rainy, but clear. The distinction
is similar, but not identical, to the Spanish pero versus sino usage. In determining whether to use he or
ne;a, the student can often determine whether but may be replaced with however or rather. If one may
use however, then use he, but if rather fits better, use ne;a.

Note that many speakers pronounce nega with the accent on the second syllable. This is non-standard,
and the student is advised to accent the penultimate.

The comparative syntactic 6l is often translated as then, but that is not competely accurate. Ol is used
after any comparison, including statements of equivalence, as a preface to the item with which the
subject is being compared. The item following 61 should be placed in the same case or tense as the
subject of the comparison. Examples:

Umazhé salek 1hon zarreva 6l tazhé. This book is bigger than that (one).

Bihavaly alskenan 61 thénilan. [ prefer water to wine.

Umazhé fimaz tsexd sira alskenan 61 tazhé. This glass contains as much water as that (one).
Umazhé fimaz tsexd sira alskenan 61 thénilan. This glass contains as much water as wine.
Umazhé vil 1héii simle 61 tazhé. This letter/rune is the same as that (one).
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Numerics
Numbers in Alurhsa are a special type of adjective referred to as numerics, which do not inflect and
which always precede the noun. Unlike English and most Indo-European languages, Alurhsa also
includes as numerics many other number-related words such as ava (more), 6ra (much, many), and
even sehene (enough). In all cases, numerics are not inflected no matter what case the noun object is in.
However, numerics may, optionally, be inflected if they stand alone. Thus:

Xoly sila salekan - I have two books.
Xoly sila or Xoly silan - [ have two.

Note: Nouns used after numbers, but not necessarily after all numerics, are always in the singular.
Numerics which allow plural forms of their object noun will be noted as they are presented.

The basic numbers are as follows:

chen zero

dwi one

sila two

lhava three

elka four

ksonyefive

zilyev Six

nesta seven (note: an older form of seven was: zliirhyé, which is now rarely used.)
zlar eight

vléorhyé nine

The powers of ten are:

delsa ten

delselka hundred

denelsa thousand

decala ten thousand

dovira hundred thousand

dovenya million

dasala ten million

diradha hundred million

dishenta billion (British: thousand million)
dirasa ten billion (British: billion)
dincala hundred billion (British: ten billion)
dastara trillion (British: hundred billion)

Note: Additional powers of ten exist, but as in English and many other languages, they are rarely used,
with mathmatic terminology being more common for larger numbers, which tend to occur in scientific
contexts. One other common word should be noted, gashenta, which is equivalent to English slang
zillion, meaning a very large but undetermined number.

The intermediate numbers are formed by adding a prefix to the powers of ten for multiples, and a suffix
to the last power of ten in the series for units 1-9. The prefixes and suffixes are as follows:
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prefix suffix English

-d one
se- -s two
lhu- -lh three
el- -1k four
kson- -ks five
Zi- -z six
ne- -n seven
zlu- -ur eight
vlo- -v nine

The prefixes are added to any power of ten to indicate multiples. Thus:
delsa - fen, sedelsa - twenty
decala - ten thousand, vlédecala - ninety thousand

The suffixes may be added to any power of ten to indicate single digits. For example: sedelsa (twenty),
sedelsad (twenty-one). They are always added to the last power of ten in a series. Many speakers also
will only add the suffixes to delsa (fen), and if speaking of a number such as 1003 will say denelsa-
lhiva instead of denelsalh, although the latter is also correct.

Note that several of the suffixes can sound alike in hurried or slurred speech, thus for many applications
such as mathematics, scientific usage, or precision work, especially when done in poor audio conditions,
it is acceptable and even preferred to use the separate numbers for single digit instead of the suffixes.
Thus:

delsad eleven (also: delsa-dwi)

delsan seventeen (also: delsa-nesta)

vlodelsav ninety-nine  (also: vlédelsa-vlérhyé)

denelsa-vlodelselka-vlodelsaz 1996 (also: denelsa-vlodelselka-vlddelsa-zilyev)

As shown above, compound numbers in a series are normally written with hyphens between each
element when written out.

Suffixes used with Numbers

There are several suffixes used with numbers to form ordinals, multiples, repetatives, and fractionals,
among others. Numeric suffixes always cause the accent to adjust when added, thus sila (fwo) is
accented on the first syllable (the penultimate), while silata (half) is accented on the second, which is
also the penultimate.

Ordinals are those numbers that refer to the placement of their object within a series. In English, these
are first, second, third, and so on. In Alurhsa, ordinals are formed by adding -va to numbers ending in a
vowel other than &, or -ava to numbers ending in consonants. VIérhyé, which ends in &, drops the & and
adds

-ava, following the same pattern as nouns in declension. Examples: silava (second), ksonyeva (fifth),
zlirava (eighth), delselkava (hundredth).
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There are three irregular formations. The ordinal form of dwi (one), is dwiyevna (first). In common
speech this is often replaced by préyevna (first, earliest), especially if the idea conveys a sense of being
first due to arriving earlier. The ordinal form of lhuiva (three) is lhiivasa (third) for euphonic reasons.
Likewise, the ordinal form of zilyev (six) is zilyeva (sixth) for the same reason.

Ordinal forms of compound numbers, such as, in English, twenty-first, one-hundred-twenty-seventh, are
formed in the same way, but the ordinal suffix is added to the last part of the series. The suffix may be
added to either the tens element with the suffixed form of the unit, or to the unit as a separate word. For
example:

sedelsadava or sedelsa-dwiyevna (twenty first)

delselka-sedelsanava or delselka-sedelsa-nestava (one hundred twenty-seventh)

Fractionals are formed in the same way as ordinals, but by adding the suffix -t4 or -ata to vowel and
consonant endings respectively. As with ordinals, € is dropped and the suffix added to the remaining
stem. However, no other irregularities exist. Thus we have:

silata (half), lhavata (third), ksonyeta (fifth), zilyevata (sixth), vlorhyata (ninth).

As with ordinals, the suffix is added to the last element of a compound number. Example:
nedelselka-ksondelsadata or nedelselka-ksondelsa-dwita (seven-hundred-fifty-first).

Note that such constructions are as rare and awkward in Alurhsa as they are in English or most other
languages.

Multiples indicate the number of times, as with English twice, thrice, fifty times. In Alurhsa, multiples
are also used to indicate multiplication in arithmetic, with the multiplicator having the multiple suffix
attached when the equation is read. Multiples are formed by adding the suffix -xne or -4xne to vowel
and consonant endings respectively. As with other suffixes, € is dropped and the suffix added to the
remaining stem. As with fractionals, no other irregularities exist, and the suffix is added to the last
element of a compound number. Examples:

dwixne (once), silaxne (twice), zlaraxne (eight times)

lhidelsanaxne or lhudelsa-nestaxne (thirty-seven times)

eldenelsa-vlddelsazaxne or eldenelsa-vlodelsa-zilyevaxne (four-thousand ninety-six times)

Repetatives indicate how many at a time, and are formed by adding the suffix -rze or -arze to vowel and
consonant endings respectively. As with other suffixes, & is dropped and the suffix added to the
remaining stem. As with fractionals, no other irregularities exist, although in certain dialects the form
zlirze can be heard instead of the standard zlirarze (eight at a time), but this generally considered
incorrect. Also as with fractionals, the suffix is added to the last element of a compound number.
Examples:

dwirze (one at a time), silarze (two at a time), zilyevarze (six at a time)

zidelsavarze or zidelsa-vlorhyarze (sixty-nine at a time)

Four other suffixes must be mentioned here, although they actually form nouns from numbers. -aren (or
-ren after 4) is used to form collectives, such as silaren (pair), delsaren (set of ten, as French dixaine),
delsasaren (dozen). Not all numbers use this suffix, but the student should be aware of it and recognize
it in constructions.
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-axansa, which forms descriptives, and -axansés which forms nouns, refer to numeric systems with the
base of the number to which the suffix is added. These are -xansa and -xansés after vowels other than &
which is dropped. For example: silaxansa (binary), delsaxansa (decimal), zZlaraxansa (octal),
delsazaxansa (hexadecimal).

-axés (or -xés after vowels) forms nouns referring to two dimensional geometric shapes with the number
of sides being the number to which the suffix is added. As with others, € is dropped before adding these.
Examples: lhlivaxés (triangle), ksonyexés (pentagon), zilyevaxés (hexagon). The descriptive form of
these replaces the és with a: lhlivaxa (triangular), zilyevaxa (hexagonal).

Finally, -arxan As with other suffixes, € is dropped and the suffix added to the remaining stem. As with
fractionals, no other irregularities exist, and the suffix is added to the last element of a compound
number. Example: delsasarxansés (dodecahedron).

Mathematics

An important use of numbers is obviously in mathematic expressions. As the basic mathematic
operations are read aloud, the word ersho (makes) is used between the expression and the result, where
in English either “is” or “equals” is used. In the Alurhsa script, ershé in this usage is represented by an
arrow pointing rightwards from the expression toward the result. Note that commonly numbers in
mathmatical equations are not declined, thus the result is not placed in the accusative even though ershé

would normally require it.
The operations are expressed as follows:

Addition: The word vu (plus) is used between the numbers. eg. delsa vu sila ershé delsas (ten plus two
equals twelve)

Subtraction: The word anyéve (minus, less) is used before the subtrahend. eg. delsa anyéve sila ersho
zIar (ten minus two equals eight)

Multiplication: The multiplicand is stated, then the multiplier is stated with the multiplicative suffix -
axne. eg. nesta zilyevaxne ershé eldelsas (seven times six is fourty-two)

Division: The dividend is stated, then the divisor is stated with an irregular adverbial form of the
fractional suffix -at4, specifically: -ate. eg. delselka elkate ershé sedelsaks (one hundred divided by
four equals twenty-five)..

Exponents: The number is stated, then the word dhi (itself) followed by the exponent with the

multiplicative suffix -axne. eg. delsa dhi silaxne ershé delselka (ten to the power of two equals one
hundred).

Note that for algrebraic and other expressions, it is legitimate to use the names of letters as though they
were numbers. One difference is that in Alurhsa one must recognize multiplication and put at least one
of the terms into the proper form. Normally this is the actual number, although it is just as legitimate to
add the suffix to the letter. Thus, zilyevaxne Na dhi lhivaxne vu sedelsiksaxne Q4 ershé vlorhyaxne
Ya (6rn° + 25 = 9y)
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Positive and negative are expressed by the use of the words axo6la and akansa respectively. These are
placed after the number in question, thus: sedelsan axéla positive twenty-seven, nesta akansa negative
seven. In the Alurhsa script, these are expressed by following the number with an upward pointing
arrowhead for positives, or a downward pointing arrowhead for negatives.

Parentheses in mathematical expressions are normally represented in the Alurhsa script by the full stop
(a vertical bar), the brackets, and quotes, depending on how many levels are required. It is perfectly
legitimate to simply use nested brackets, although the native mathematicians will normally use the
hierarchy of symbols in the sequence mentioned above.

Exponents are represented in the Alurhsa script by the letter dh, underlined, following the number and
preceeding the exponent,which is also underlined.

General Numerics

In addition to words which actually refer to numbers, Alurhsa has several other words which are used the
same way. These words themselves do not decline regardless of the case of the noun object, although as
with numbers, when these words stand alone they can take the appropriate case for their placement and
use in the sentence or phrase.

The following general numerics allow for the noun to be either singular or plural as needed, although the
normal rule stating that the singular may be used and is often preferred if context provides sufficient
clues.

ava (more), avna (most), éve (less), évne (least), sehene or séne (enough)

ora (much/many), iéra (little, few), kora (so much/many), ayéra (some, any)

shthora (how much/many), 0ranya (several, a fair amount of), sira (as much/many)

The remaining general numerics, listed below, require the noun to be singular even if the meaning is
plural:

ngeyé (none, no), ganumaxa (an infinite amount of), yave (some)

nisal (a bit of, a taste of), 6rhal (several), sehene (enough), ttosila (both)

ttolhiva (all three), virisa (a little bit of)

Examples:

Ne vigd gamas sehene saleké - There are never enough books.
Shthora élevan xolya? - How much paper do we have?

Shthoéra vilshinyan x6lya? or Shthora vilshinyayon xo0lya? - How many pencils do we have?
Ghely ganimaxa lavan - / see an infinite number of stars.

Cé16 korany - He gives to so many. But:

Cél6 kora kayalony - He gives to so many children. And:

Cé16 koran kayalony - He gives so much to children.

Ava saleko, ava alva - More books, more joy.

Neyé salek, fieyé alva - No books, no joy.

X0ly sira salekon sa olye -  have as many books as you.

X0ly sira salekon sa darzhun - 7 have as many books as pairs of shoes.
Calalv yave voshthin - Eat some stew!

Calalv yave tsitan - Eat some grapes!

Sha calasvaly orhal tsitan - / have already eaten several grapes.
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Sha calasvaly orhalan - [ have already eaten several.

Note that this last sentence may also be said: sha ¢alasvaly érhal, without the accusative, as many
dialects, especially rural ones, do not use case endings, especially the accusative, with numerics.

Note also that fieyé, if used in a situation where it would take case endings, is declined in the same way
as the singular forms of the pronoun imazhé this. So: fieyé, fieya, fieyény, fieyén, fieyéxna, fieyéc.
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Word Formation

Alurhsa is a very synthetic language, allowing new words to be created easily out of roots and affixes.
Although these constructions often follow very straightforward rules, there are still irregularities,
especially in the process of combining two or more roots.

It is important to note that word formation is a fundamental component of the Alurhsa language. Affixes
are added to roots with sufficient frequency and flexibility that dictionaries and wordlists are unlikely to
contain all possible options. Thus it is essential that the student of the language understand the process
of word formation in order to determine the meaning of compounds encountered in texts and
conversations.

Fundamental Roots

The Alurhsa language is built up from a collection of roots, some of which are referred to as
fundamental roots meaning they may not form words by themselves, but the same pattern of letters is
found throughout a collection of roots which all have similar meanings. Examples of fundamental roots
are:

*c - give

*dr - move

*gn - know, recognize
*gv - dwell

*salq - tell, story

*tr - draw, bring
*vrit - turn, twist
*zhy - knowledge

*zn - go, walk

The above occur in various forms in a number of roots, such as *anzhy fo learn, *dezhy to know (facts),
*antr fo attract, *vutr to bring, *gev to dwell, *sigv house, *gnerhev or *gnev to know, recognize.

It is often useful to watch for such patterns in related roots, and in words. For example, céla is fo give,
calam grace is a gift, cadezhyen information is knowledge or a fact (dezhyen) that is given. The c- at
the start of each is a fundamental root meaning give.

Unfortunately there is currently no complete list of fundamental roots, so the student is encouraged to
pay attention to patterns as they are discovered.

Affixes

The table below lists the prefixes used to modify the meaning of words and to construct new words.
Prefixes are, for the most part, added to existing full words, meaning a root that is complete with
whatever endings or suffixes, if any, are being used to form a full noun, verb, descriptive, etc. Note that
some prefixes may have more than one meaning depending on the type of word to which they are added,
eg. el- means out of when added to anything but a numeric, but as mentioned in the numerics section
means multiplied by four when added to any of the powers of ten.
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Also note that some prefixes are listed with letters in parentheses. These are interposed when required
for euphonics. Thus, the prefix meaning replace or change is bhé- before consonants but bhés- before
vowels.

Finally, it should be stated that the hyphen listed is not part of the prefix, and is not used in adding them
to words or roots.

Prefix Meaning

a- focused on, or moving towards, unto, causing.
an- home

an--/ any- to, towards

as- to, until, unto

bhé(s)- replace, change

¢a(l)- un-, undo, reverse

de- ten, deka-

di- mono, single

da- mega, million

el- out, out of

esh- towards

ga- beyond, after, super (before consonants)
gel- beyond, after, super (before vowels)
gha- away, from, de-

ka- hundred, hecta-

kans(a)- anti-, contra-

ki- paternal (in relationships).
la- deci-, tenth of

1&(¢)- not, in-, un-

lez- mis-

na(v)- ex-, former

ni- milli-, 1000th of

nye(f)- change, varying

ol- good, healthy

or(a)- multi-, poly-

pe- for, pro, for the good/purpose
se- bi-, dual

se- maternal (in relationships).
sé(n)- enough, sufficient

sha- already

sha- remote in time, pra-
shtha(w)- near, beside

su- centi-, 100th of

su- clearly, undoubtably

tse- in, into

tsu- back, in response to

tto- all, complete(ly)

tu- exact, exactly, very
um(a)- this

ve- not, without, -less

vu(n)- with, co-

y(a)- re-, again
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za- kilo-, 1000 times
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Some examples might be useful at this point:

bhéhina - 7o change clothes from bhé- and hina (to wear).

bhényir - hostage from bhé- and the root *nyir (prisoner).
shavézhensés - déja-vu from sha- and vézhensés (experience).
tsudiva - respond from tsu- and diva (fo say).

napalai - ex-headman from ha- and palai (village leader, headman).

Suffixes are somewhat more difficult to give exact rules for. Some, such as -a¢la, are usually added to
an existing complete word, and produce a similar meaning, but with some specific coloring, in this case
a pejorative context. Others, such as -i, should be considered more a primary word ending added
directly to a root. Unfortunately there are times when any given suffix may be added either to a root or a
full word form, depending on the speaker, the context, and common usage. The best advice for the
student is to listen and read, use combinations that have already been encountered, and if a new
combination is required, try adding it to a full word. Natives will understand, and will likely correct the
usage if it is not the norm.

There are many more suffixes than prefixes, and like prefixes native speakers will often join them to
existing terms to add a particular shade of meaning, or to form a new word. A good example of the
flexibility this provides is the suffix -4, which means emotion. It is quite possible to produce a word like
likéd (happiness) from the root *lik. But it is equally possible to produce a word like vreja (the emotion
of working) or even avreji (the emotion of working on something in particular) from the root *vrej.
The Alurhsa language is very flexible, and not all such possible combinations will be listed in
dictionaries or vocabularies. Thus, recognizing at least the most common suffixes is very important to
determining the meaning of words as they are encountered.

It will also be noted that in the table below some suffixes have both a leading and trailing hyphen. These
suffixes are normally used with other endings to form words. For example, -tint- means spread widely.
It can be used with -4 which is a common way of forming adjectives, -4 as a verb (with appropriate
verbal endings applied as it is conjugated), -és to form an abstract noun, or -en to form a specific noun.
Examples of each of these: nashunta (on display), nashianta (to display), nashuntés (a display event),
nashinten (a specific display). Unfortunately it is also possible to add these endings to suffixes that
already have their own endings, such as gesaqen (weapon) which is formed from the root *ges (struggle,
fight), the suffix -aqa (tool), and the concrete noun ending -en. While it is possible to recognize such
words and understand their formation and their meaning, it is difficult for the non-native to truly predict
their formation. However, this circumstance is no different than English, where many times it is difficult
or impossible for the non-native to predict the formation of words, thus postpone means to push to a
later date, but to move the meeting to an earlier time is not prepone.

Suffix Meaning

-a emotion, feeling.

-a common ending for adjectives.
-acla despicable, pejorative.

-agh depreciative, use in anger/hate.
-ak commander or military chief of.
-aksev assistant, one who assists with.
-alits place where.

-al forms noun.
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-als
-alva
-alye
-am
-ansés
-antha
-anvi
-anya
-aga
-arshalits
-arvalés
-arvalev
-as(a)
-ash-
-asha
-asva
-atarh
-athla
-atra
-atsén
-atsev
-atva
-avra
-axans-
-az-
-azhg-
-e¢,

-édh
-ef-

-él-
-elsh-
-em
-emsa
-en

-én-
-ensa
-enta
-epralés
-epralev
-es

-és
-esh-
-eshka
-eskvats
-eskvé
-ev
-évra
-ghar

-i

i

7/30/2006

-dom.

tool, thing used in perf.act.

doing, acting out, performing.

forms noun

-ity, -ness, -ship.

area where.

measurement of.

diminutive, endearing.

tool, receiver of action.

-ery, shop, place where x is sold.

-ology, study/subj. of.

-ist, -ologist, one who studies to learn about.

seeming, looking, -ish.

eater of, -ivore.

endearment.

having done.

doctor of.

plant which bears x.

-ful,-fer, bearing.

-ism.

ist, one who follows a philosophy.

skin of, hide of, outer wrapping.

-able to do.

base x (of numbers), imal/inary.

-ing, shows repeated action.

augmentative, oversized/outsized.

depreciative, less force than -agla or -agh.

room where.

intended for, for the purpose of.

tending to.

worthy to be.

material, substance.

composed of (naturally).

forms noun expressing specific object, action, or incident.
causing to be x.

forms an adjective roughly equivalent to a passive participle.
building.

-ology, study and examination of, checking.

-ologist, one who studies or examines, one who checks.
litterary piece.

forms abstract noun.

having/needing to be.

made of (formed out of).

system, procedure.

cycle, system.

person.

able to have root done to it.

booth, spot where.

location at, in, or on. Forms a positional or descriptive.
location at, in, or on. Forms a positional which normally takes an object.
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-igé component, part of, element of.

-ihev one who is a fan of, likes, is into.

-iksa -scope.

-il- one item of a collective.

-ir a container made from.

-ira holder for.

-irsa centered or focused on.

-isa diminutive, small and cozy.

-isen division of, piece of.

-ishta dinimutive, used with childhood things.
-izhem chemical or mineral element.

-na realm, world, land of.

-6en festival, holiday.

-Onev one who does habitually or as a profession.
-0nja so-called, said to be (but not).

-6rhen meeting or gathering.

-0sa having the primary attribute of, permeated with, full of.
-Osven program, application that does.

-6va one who does now.

-0y- continue, pursue, keep on.

-sa forms an adjective.

-ta world, place, isle.

-0 couple, pair of.

-unsa causing to do to oneself

-unt- dis-, spread widely.

-uvra able to do to oneself.

-0z a piece of, a sample of, a slice of.
-varh vehicle.

As previously mentioned, the affixes can are often combined at will by native speakers to form words
that carry the exact shade of meaning desired. For example, one could talk about nyegevénja meaning a
so-called move or change of dwelling referring to someone’s statement that they had moved when they
really had not. This word is formed from the prefix nye- (change), plus the root *gev (dwell), and the
suffix -0nja (so-called).

Another example is avrejelsha (worth working on) from a- (focused on), *vrej (work), -elsh- (worthy),
and -a (adjective).

Compounds
Perhaps the most difficult type of word formation for which to give rules is that of compounds.

Compounds are words formed by joining together two roots or two fully formed words, for example
odareg (peninsula) from é6da (/imb) and reg (island). Unfortunately euphonic reasons often cause the
individual roots to lose sounds or even entire syllables. And, the euphonics in question do not appear
themselves to follow well documented rules. It is as though the words simply evolved by connecting the
two roots and then dropping whatever did not seem to fit.

Examples:
shhulivan - candle, from shhila wax and livan light.
thivresk - base, foundation, from thir at the bottom and the root *vresk build, construct.
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nyatish - bat, a flying mammal, from *nyash fIy and petisha a mouse-like mammal.

ofientransés - gravity, from éfien planet, the fundamental root *tr draw, bring, the suffix -ans- causing,
and the suffix -8s abstract noun.

anzhyalek - textbook, from the root *anzhy to learn (which itself is from the prefix an- meaning
“towards, unto” and the fundamental root *zhy to know) and the word salek book.

As can be seen by the above, the individual elements of compound words can normally be identified,
and thus the meaning of the word determined, but this often requires some knowledge of basic Alurhsa
vocabulary and roots. And certainly construction of new elements is best left alone until the student has
reached near native proficiency.

Opposites of Many Descriptives

Although not exactly word formation in the strictest sense, it is possible to recognize many pairs of
opposites because they all follow a similar pattern in their root construction. Many negatives begin with
L, often followed by E, and take some but not all of the root of the positive opposite. The following
pairs serve as examples:

zale/leza - good/bad. Although it would appear leza is an anagram of zale, in fact it is the negating
prefix le- plus the first two letters of the root/word zéle.

qalsa/lesqa - fast/slow. Again, lesqa is not an anagram, but rather le- followed by a piece of the root
qal(s)-. It is likely this word was originally *leqsa or even *leqla and the swap of q and s occurred for
euphonic reasons.

qensa/leqa - long/short. leqa is le- followed by only the q of the root qén-.

qorsa/lérqa - long/short (time). 10rqa is le- merged with the root qér-. The letter swap is, again, for
euphonic reasons.

Another common method in which opposites are constructed is with the negating prefix ve-, or simply v-
. This prefix is a shortened form of the word veii (without), which can bee seen in some of the pairs
below. Again, the root of the positive opposite is modified, often dramatically, for euphonic reasons.
Examples:

dlind/vedla - tall/short. vedla is ve- followed by only the first letter of the root dliin-. It is possible
this would have been *vedlina and shortened by dropping the 1, causing the n to fall away.

alska/veska - wet/dry. veska is also often seen as veiiska revealing the full prefix. The 4al- at the
beginning of alska falls away for euphonic reasons when ve(ii)- is added.

There are many, many pairs that follow one or the other of the above constructions. When trying to

determine the opposite of a positive descriptive, it is often good to start by assuming it will begin with
either L or V.
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Syntax

Basic Sentence Structure
Declarative Sentences
Interrogative Sentences
Subordinate Clauses
Emphatic Word Order
Quotations
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Personal Names

To understand Alurhsa names, it is first necessary to understand that one of the fundamental
organizational units ofthe Alurhsa race is the Tribe, or Boleyava. There are approximately 700 of these,
each with its own hierarchy of local and regional chieftains, and one overall shocre (or shocra if the
chief is female) who is the head of the tribe. The structure of these is beyond the scope of this
discussion, and the reader is encouraged to research the topic on his or her own.

Each tribe has a unique name which is used as a family name by all members. In most cases, the origin
of the name is either unknown, or at best the subject of tribal mythology. Although Alurhsa society is
highly gender-equal, the tribal name is one area where the ancient patriarchal customs remain intact and
the tribal affiliation is passed down from the father, not the mother (although in special circumstances,
this can be changed, but only with the explicit agreement of both shocre).

Because 700 or so tribal names is a very small number for a planetary population, the Alurhsa normally
further divide out their affiliation based on a patronymic, which is simply the genitive form of the
father's personal name. To add precision, the genitive of the father's father, and the father's father's
father, and so on, may be added as well, if needed, although this is normally done only in the most
formal of situations.

Personal names themselves are most often derived from roots indicating qualities the parents either see
in their child, or would like to see. Thus, names like Pashane, from pasha meaning to praise, or Alana
from ali, lovingkindness. Most personal names end in either -e for the masculine form, or -a for the
feminine form, and may be applied to either gender by simply changing the ending as appropriate. There
are, however, some which are only masculine or feminine, and may or may not have the characteristic
endings, such as Négar and Adiny, which are masculine only, or Osra and Mira, which are feminine.

When fully combined, then, and Alurhsa name consists of a personal name or elev, a patronymic or
kalyeshelev, optionally a string of ancestoral patronymics, and a tribal name or béleyelev.

Examples:

Osra Pashaneya Drashan - Osra, daughter of Pashane, of the tribe or house of Drashan.

Roshe Védzeya Jaskar - Roshe, son of Vodze, of the tribe or house of Jaskar.

Hanérh Alveya Pashaneya Selaveya Lhasveya Nér - Hanorh, son of Alve who is son of Pashane
who is son of Selave who is son of Lhasve, of the tribe or house of Nor.

Finally, it should be observed that unlike terran cultures, the Alurhsa naming convention does not vary
widely from region to region. Some regions, especially those with a small number of different tribal
names, may focus more on the string of patronymics, but for all official purposes throughout Alurhsa
society, the personal-patronymic-tribe scheme is the only one in use.

For the visitor, it is important to remember certain rules about how to address individuals. Although
titles such as jevne (citizen) and the feminine form jevna do exist, it would never be correct to refer to
the person in our second example above, for example, as jevne Jaskar. When referring to someone
with whom you have only a formal acquaintance, or no acquaintance, the normal usage is to employ both
the personal and patronymic, thus you would refer to our second example as Réshe Vodzeya. If for
some reason a title is required, it is used with the personal name, not the patronymic or tribal name, eg.
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jevne Roéshe, unless you need to be more specific, in which case the patronymic, and even the tribal
name may be added. However, using titles, especially for ordinary citizens, is relatively rare.

Until you have a closer acquaintance with an individual, as a visitor you should stick to the personal-
patronymic formula. The Alurhsa people are relatively friendly and relaxed, and you will quickly reach
the point where an acquaintance will either invite you to use only his or her personal name, or else
simply begin using only your personal name as an indication of this. But this process should not be
rushed by the visitor, lest you find you give offense where none is intended. The normal invitation to
move to this stage is for one individual to simply say "sulé elev" to the other, usually when the other has
just addressed the individual by personal and patronymic, indicating that the personal name alone is
sufficient.

The Alurhsa do also use nicknames, shortened forms of the personal names used by close friends and
family members with one another. On no account should you as a visitor to an Alurhsa community use
one of these unless and until you have reached a point of close friendship with the person. A good rule
is that if you have not been using the familiar forms (dlye, 6lya) with a person for at least a month or
even two, then you are not ready to use their nickname.

One common way for forming nicknames is by taking only the accented syllable of a name, and the
syllable that follows it. Thus, a common nickname for Alana would be simply Lana. Since many
Alurhsa names end in syllables like -sane/a, -lane/4, and so on, this method does produce a lot of
duplication. An alternate method is to add -ye or -ya to the end of the first syllable, depending on the
gender of the person. Thus, Alya or Négye. For little children's nicknames, this same method is often
used, but the suffix -ishte or -ishta, which are diminutives, are used, either with the first syllable, eg.
Alishta or Adishte, or with the common nickname, eg. Lanisht4 or Dinyishte.
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Time and Dates

The Alurhsa homeworld revolves around its sun in 280 of its own days, which is equivalent to
approximately 408 Terran days. Because of the homeworld's unusual location at the edge of its galaxy
and slightly off the center plane, the Alurhsa people divide their year into two seasons, if they may be so
called, based on whether the world is swung inwards towards the galaxy, or outwards towards
intergalactic space. The positioning does have some effect on weather, presumably based on the
collective gravity and radiation of the galactic mass itself, and thus on planting and harvests, animal
mating cycles, etc. The effect is also highly visible in the night sky, where during the inward swing the
galactic plane is visible in a great, sweeping stellar wheel known as Zhé Mexva Dlor (The Great
Wheel), and during the outward swing the night sky is empty and dark other than the occasional small
point of light from one of the other planets in the system, or the hazy glow from distant galaxies.

The two seasons are lhaskyetsva, which is when the world is swung inwards, and lhanyeszva, when it
is swung outwards. Unlike Earth, the northern and southern hemispheres do not have reversed seasons,
largely because the planet's 3° axial tilt is not sufficient to create significant seasonal change.

Since the Alurhsa homeworld has no moon to divide its year, but rather is blessed with a year that
divides evenly, the Alurhsa people have for almost their entire history divided the year into ten months,
or zenya. Each month consists of 28 days, and is in turn divided into four weeks, or shhavanya of
seven days each.

The months of Lhaskyetsva, which is the first half of the year, are Lhaskyets, Ashrétaze, Lavaze,
Calyaze, and Atrélaze. This half of the year sees the primary planting and growing season, and is often
when animals will bear and raise their young.

The second half of the year, Lhanyeszva, is composed of the months of Lhanyely, Méghaze, Nvelaze,
Mekraze, and Belnaze. This is the time when the fields are at rest, plants grow slower if at all, and
animals have their mating season. The weather is often cooler or rainy during this half of the year as
well.

The Alurhsa people divide each month into four weeks, and unlike most Terran cultures, they name the
weeks, which provides another way of specifying time duration. The weeks are: pifashh, selashh,
vunashh, and belnashh. These are, in many dialects, accented on the final syllable, although the
standard is to accent them on the penultima, in this case the first syllable. Vunashh is from a compound
of roots meaning together-week, and is so called because the ancient tribal gatherings were traditionally
held during the third week of the months of Lhaskyets, Luvaze, Lhanyely, and Nvelaze. Many people
still plan their gatherings for these times, or at least for the third week of any month, and the feeling that
the third week is more auspicious for family remains strong in Alurhsa culture.

Each week has seven days, or shhavel (day of the week), which are named as follows: Dwensva,
Silansva, Lhuaval, Lival, Ksonyesva, Belnsva, and Shhava. An alternate term for lival is lyishhav,

meaning midweek.

The day itself, or the bhoran meaning rotational period of the planet, covering both daylight and
nighttime periods, is divided into ten hours, called bhor, each of which is three and one half Terran
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hours long. The day is considered to begin at sunrise. The day is also divided into blé (daylight period)
and fievan (nighttime), with blé being from sunrise to sunset, and fievan being from sunset to sunrise.

A parallel division of the day into four periods is common as well, and overlaps the blé/fievan division.
This consists of ldval which is the time from first light until the morning dew is burnt off, 6cyem which
runs from then through the heat of the day until the evening coolness, veliival which runs through
evening and twilight, and alash which is the time of full night and darkness.

Thus, half of Ilival and half of velival are in the blé, and half in the fievan. The actual sunrise is called
matés while the sunset is vetés, from the verbs mata (fo rise/come above the horizon) and veta (to set,
go below the horizon) respectively.

The actual hours are numbered bhor ehen (hour zero) through bhoér vlérhyé (hour nine), with hour zero
beginning at the moment of dawn. These in turn are divided into ten periods called peshar which equate
to approximately 21 terran minutes. Each peshar is divided into ten peshen which are 2 minutes and 6
seconds long. Each peshen is divided into ten neren which are 12.6 seconds long, and finally each
neren into ten nerénya which are slightly over one and a quarter terran seconds.

For scientific usage, it is also possible to divide the nerénya into smaller periods by using the same
prefixes used with weights and measures. Thus ninerénya (millisecond) which is one one-thousanth of
a nerénya. It is important that the terran student not mistranslate these terms into exact equivalents of
terran time measurements, as they are actually divisions of the Alurhsa time references and thus slightly
longer than their terran counterparts.

In practice, the Alurhsa people are not that concerned about the actual time something occurs, outside of
legal or scientific references. Thus it is normal for casual time references to include only the bhér and
peshar. It is also normal that the local time is determined based on sunrise, but in mountainous areas
this is often supplanted by a more scientific calculation of when the sunrise would be visible if the
mountains blocking it from sight were not present. For use in scientific or legal references, the time is
always that of the eastern seaboard of the main continent, which is where the planetary capital is located.
This functions equivalently to UTC (Universal Coordinated Time) on Earth, although it is used far more
frequently, with security reports, official appointments, and so on, being given in what is called atsa
bhor (official time/hour).

In stating the time and date, the order is day-of-week, blé day-of-month month(in genitive case), year
bhor hour, peshar, peshen, neren, nerényd. Thus a complete time reference would be dwensva, blé
sedelsas atrélazeya dovenya zidelsas, bhor ksonye ksonye vlorhyé zliar zliar, which would be written
out: Dwensva, blé 22 Atrélz’uzeyz’u 1000062, bhor 5:5:9:8:8, or in the native script WaERNRN ¥
T ATRRFAHERA \OooolT ~ ¥R MHNRIPIP

As previously mentioned, however, the normal practice outside of official references is to use only the
bhor and peshar. Thus the time may be told as bhér sila lhava, which is the third period of the second
hour of the day after sunrise. If the time reference is based on planetary time, the word atsa is simply
added before bhor, thus atsa bhor elka zlar is the eighth period of the fourth hour of the day on the
eastern seaboard of the Alurhsa homeworld, regardless of where the speaker happens to be located.
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Asking the time may be done using any of several variations on the same basic question: Nélyé& bhér
1hé@? (Which hour is-it?). Common variants include Nélyé Ihéf zhé bhér? (Which is the hour?) and
Lhéi fidlyé zhé bhér? (Is which the hour?).

There is one final complication which will be met by the student whose contact is with the Alurhsa
people in diaspora, that is, on other worlds than Alurhna itself. Since generally no two planets have
exactly the same rotational period, nor the same length of year, the measurements and official time
references of one make little sense on another.

In general the Alurhsa communities on other worlds outside of the Alurhsa solar system have adopted a
system which retains the decimal divisions, but changes the duration of these time periods. Thus, using
Earth as an example, and Alurhsa community there would have divided the 365 days into ten months of
alternating 36 and 37 days, and the day into ten hours of 2.4 terran hours, and so on from there. It should
also be noted, however, that where the Alurhsa community has settled and an indigenous time
measurement system exists, they will not create a new one, but rather will simply fit Alurhsa terms into
the local system. They will, however, very often retain atsa bhor for internal official use within the
Alurhsa community, even when that means dates overlap or split the local system.

Within the Alurhsa solar system itself, as well as during space voyages, the tendency is to use atsa bhoér
for most references. The divisions of the day, i.e. blé/fievan and lival/écyem/velival/aliish may or
may not be in use depending on the planet or moon in question, as these often make little sense for some
worlds where the atmosphere or rotational period, or revolution around a planet in the case of moons,
does not produce the kinds of divisions that these terms represent. The student is advised to simply
familiarize himself or herself with the rotational and revolutionary periods of the planet or moon they
intend to visit, and then determine local custom upon arrival, knowing that time references in atsa bhér
will always be the same and reliable regardless.
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Weights and Measures
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The Weather

7/30/2006 Page 60 of 62 (c)1977-2006 Tony Harris



Idioms, Slang Expressions, and Curse Words
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